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capitalists of the South, who hold a certain species 
of property, should be exempt from taxation; but 
my object was to call upon the capital generally in 
ali sections of the country—North and South, East 
and West—wherever found, to bear its just pro- 
portion of the burdens of the Government. This 
was my object; to this object my amendment was 
directed, and to this only. And this isa * here- 
sy’’ in the Republican creed! A new doctrine in 
the Democratic party, is it?) Mr. Ritchie declares 
it to bea heresy; that it must be kicked out of 
doors; and ‘ fortunately,’’ he tells us, ‘ it was; 
several of the Whigs voting against it.’? Mr. 
Ritchie, then, was fortunate in having some allies; 
it was fortunate for him that some few Whigs came 
to his aid and voted down this *‘ mischievous”’ 

rinciple, which he charges me with attempting to 
interpolate into the creed of the Democratic party. 
Why, the language employed in this article, like 
everything he says about me, is calculated and in- 
tended to mislead public opinion, and to place me 


in a false position before the country and my con- || 


stituents; to represent me as acting with the great 
body of the Whig party in support of a proposi- 
tion which goes to overthrow the principles of the 
Democratic party, and that there was here and 
there a Whig who voted with the Democratic 
party, and thus defeated this ‘* mischievous” 
measure. An examination of the vote shows that 
seventy-two Whigs voted against the proposition! 


This is ** several” of them, with a vengeance! | 


‘«Several’’ to come up and sustain Mr. Ritchie’s 
views in this matter! Let the old man beware; 
let him look to the company he isin! While he 


denounces me as a “* mischievous ally”’ of the Ad- || 
ministration, such an one as he did not want, he | 


has taken into his bosom and confidence seventy- 
two “allies”? from the Opposition party! So it 
would seem he denounces my proposition; they 
vote against it: Thomas Ritchie and they act 
together upon it! 

There is another fact to which I wish to call the 
attention of the couse. 
from Ohio, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, [Mr. Vinton,] that respectable and 


able gentleman, one of the seventy-two Whig allies | 
of Mr. Ritchie, is not content with giving a silent | 
vote, but gives his reasons for the course which | 
the ‘‘Union”’ so highly approves, and for pursu- | 


ing the opposite of which it sees fit to visit me 
with so strong denunciagions. When the prop- 
osition which I moved came before the House, the 
gentleman [Mr. Vinton] is reported as saying : 


“There existed in the country two opposing parties on | 
the subject of taxation and of trade : the Free-trade party and | 
the Protective party. The doctrines of the Free-trade party | 
Thither they tended, | 


ended necessarily in direct taxation. 
and there they ended of necessity. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was a free-trade man, and so far his introduc- 
ton of an amendment in favor of direct taxation was all 
quite consistent. Mr. Vinron was not a free-trade man; 
and he never would agree to impose a direct tax while a 


system of indirect taxation would answer the purposes of 


Government.” 


I differ with the gentleman from Ohio that the 
doctrines of free trade necessarily end in direct 
taxation to the extent which he laysdown. The 
true free trade doctrine is, that the ordinary ex- 
a of the Government in time of peace should 

borne by an equitable system of duties on im- 
ports, but that all extraordinary demands upon 
the treasury should be met by direct taxation. The 
doctrine of the protectionists is, that no revenues 
shall be raised by direct taxes so long as the wants 
of the Government can possibly be met by loans 
or by indirect taxes. 


Now, I would like to know what becomes of || 


the free-trade principle, if you commence increas- 
ing duties to meet extraor inary demands on the 
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of protection, to bring upon us a high protective 
tariff; and Mr. Ritchie ought to know it, and does 
know it; and I charge him with cooperating with 
these high-tariff men—with abandoning the doc- 
trines of free trade. He is willing that a debt of 
one or two hundred millions should be accumu- 
lated, thus making it absolutely necessary that the 
principle of a low tariff should be abandoned and 
a high protective tariff resorted to, because there 
is no other way of meeting these extraordinary 
expenditures except by direct taxation, which he 
so loudly condemns. If you have brought your 
tariff down, in time of peace, to the lowest point 
demanded by an economical administration of the 


Government, how are you to meet extraordinary | 


| expenditures except by an increase of the tariff, or 
a resort to direct taxes? If the tariff be increased, 
do you not come upon the grounds of the protec- 
tionists? To avoid this, is the policy of the Re- 


‘| publican party. The only alternative is a resort ty 


| direct taxation; and for bringing forward a propo- 
sition based on this principle | am denounced. 
Within a few days I have been assailed from 
| the same source, charged with having abandoned 
| the doctrines of the free-trade party. I have 
never abandoned them; I have held them from my 
youth. I adhere to them still. Hecharged me 
with deserting the tariff of 1846, and with labor- 
ing to defeat it in the last stages of its passage. 
| This is not true, and I can bring ** Father 
himself to prove it. I never gave a vute the in- 
tention or the effect of which was to defeat the 
bill. 
other and with the sentiments declared in my 
speech on that subject. Within the same hour in 
which I gave the vote of non-concurrence with the 
amendment of the Sennte, I voted twice against 
laying the bill on the table. But suppose it to be 
| true that I did abandon the principles of free trade, 
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responsible for its overthrow by his assaults and 
denunciations of men who have stood with fidelity 
and entire consistency on the platform of the Re- 
publican party. Without arrogating to myself 
any particular merit, I claim to have stood there 
myself, and I defy him and those who use him to 
point out any act or vote of mine as a Representa- 
tive upon this floor that conflicts in the least de- 
on with the principles of the party to which I 

elong. Even if he chooses to penetrate my dis- 
trict and inquire into my political conduct and his- 
tory, I defy him to bring against me the first act 


| of party unfaithfulness. 


itchie”? |) 


My votes will be found consistent with each || 


This is a most novel, a most extraordinary 
charge preferred against me. I venture to say 
that you may search the records of the public 
prints of every party organ that has existed since 
the establishment of the Government without find- 

| ing its parallel. The principle here laid down is, 
| that the Representative has no right to think or act 
for himself; that he has no right to consult the 
feelings or wishes of the constituency he repre- 
| sents, but that his highest duties ave discharged 
when he follows blindly the path marked out for 
him by others—when he stands like a block upon 
‘the platform laid down for him, _ I have always 
understood that by the Constitution all revenue 
measures must originate in this House. Mr. 
Ritchie, it seems, interprets the Constitution dif- 
ferently. ‘The platform is laid down;’’ ‘the 
measures of finance are marked out;’’ and it is our 
duty to pursue them under the pains and penaities 
of excommunication. Who authorized “ Father 


'| Ritchie’? to send in here his measures of finance ? 


|| did I not come forward on the Ist of February | 


providing for raising by direct taxes revenue to 
meet the extraordinary expenditures incident to 
the war, and for the payment within a reasonable 
time of the debt necessaril 
cution? 
nounced as a ‘ mischievous ally. 
consistency of Mr. Ritchie! 


9 


This is the 


sellors.’’? If by this he means to imply that in 
moving in this measure [ have consulted with the 
opponents of this Administration, I pronounce the 
insinuation false. 


thought duty to my constituents required. 


tation to take counsel of him, I respectfully decline. 
I would regard it as unsafe. 


he ever had any, is unbalanced and unhinged. He 
has reached that period of old age known as second 
childhood, more feeble and more helpless than the 
first. I trust I will be able to show before I sit 


| down that his deviations from party principles and || 
| policy have been so wanton and so flagrant, that || 
|| This is my doctrine; an 


'| it would be unsafe for any Democrat to rely upon 
| his counsels or follow his advice. 

‘| But the most extraordinary and significant part 
| of the article is that in which he informs me that 
|| the “ platform is laid down’’ on which I am to 
stand. Now I appeal to every gentleman, can 
| language more grossly insolent be — to- 
| wards a member of this House? It is substantially 
this; The platform is laid down; if you choose to 
stand upon it, well; but if yes dare to depart from 
it, I hold in my hand a lash with which to pursue 
|| you. I am commanded to walk between two par- 


| with a proposition founded upon those principles, | 


Again: he advises me ‘‘ to consult wiser coun- | 


I consulted with no man; I | 
took counsel of my own judgment, and acted as I || 
If, on | 
the other hand, I am to understand it as an invi- | 


I think he has ar- | 
rived at that period of life when his judgment, if | 


| results here. 


or who gave him the right to demand of us im- 
| plicit obedience to the recommendations of the 
| Secretary of the Treasury, or to hurl upon us de- 
| Dunciations ? 

Sir, what were the objects and purposes of my 
amendment, honestly and fairly considered? I 
have already stated that it was to reach the capital 
and wealth of the country. Iam one of those who 
believe that a great public debt is a great calamity; 


|| one of the most paralyzing and unmitigated curses 
incurred in its prose- | 
No sooner was this done than I am de- || 


that can be inflicted upon labor; one of the most 
effectual means of binding down and keeping 
down the honest laborers of the land. Such have 
been its consequences in every Government, and if 
the same policy be pursued by us, such will be ita 
So believing, | am anxious to pro- 
| vide for the extinguishment of the debt at an early 
| day; and this, too, from the pockets of those who 
are best able to bear it. We are in the midst of a 
war—a war that must be prosecuted. _[n its prose- 
cution a large debt has already been incurred, and 
if continued, it must be greatly increased. I hold 
that it is our duty that we should at this time pro- 
vide means for its early extinguishment. We 
have no right to inflict upon posterity those bur- 
dens which properly belong to ourselves, and 
which we are shendehiie able to bear. What 
right have we to cast upon our children the curse 
| of an onerous public debt? I hold that provision 
should be made for its early payment, at least 
within the life of the generation that creates it. 

Pit is for entertaining such 


'| principles that I am denounced. 


| 


| The able gentleman from North Carolina, chair- 
| man of the Committee of Ways and Means of the 


|| last Congress, [Mr. McKay,] when my proposi- 
| tion was introduced, made a speech in favor of 
|| resorting to direct taxation, if the present war is 


|| not speedily brought to a close. 


e, of course, 


'| comes in for a share of the denunciations of the 


'** Union.” I differ from that gentleman in this: 


he would resort to this mode of raising revenue 


| only in the event of a prolonged continuance of 


treasury, like the present, and to avoid incurring || allel lines, and if perchance I step over, the anath- || the war. I would advocate its adoption if the war 


a nationa! debt, or to pay it off when contracted ? | 
Increase the duties in this way, and you havea | 


protective tariff; you fall into the hands of the pro- 
tectionists inevitably; and that is what the gentle- 
man from Ohio and the whole was rty seek; 
What they are endeavoring to accomplish by resist- 
lng direct taxation—by resisting this appeal to the 
great principles of the Republican party. They 
are seeking to force us back again upon the ground 


20 





this man who professes to be the organ of t 
Republican 
more to weaken and divide that party, by his nar- 
row and sectional views, and by his denunciations 
of sound and unwavering Democrats, than any 
other one hundred men. If the Republican party 


| should be defeated, if its banner trails in the dust, : 
this Mr. T. Ritchie will not for the first time be ' dertake to say, are the doctrines of the free-trade 


emas of this man are fulminated upon my head; || were to cease to-day. 
e 


} 


I look as well to the pay- 


great || ment of the public debt as to the raising of money 
rty of the Union, and who has done || to supply the immediate wants of the treasury. 


1] 


If, after the extinguishment of the public debt, 
there should be a surplus of revenue beyond the 
| ordinary wants of the Government, I would dimin- 
| ish the duties, and thas relieve the — from a 
| portion of the burdens of taxation. ch, I un- 
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party; and to such results my proposition was 
directed. Every man knows that the great bur- 
dens of Government rest upon the laboring, toiling 
masses; and because they bear the load in silence, 
because they have no pensioned presses to utter 
their grievances or to assail their rulers, therefore 
you would load them down until their very backs 
were broken. My proposition was to reach the 
capital of the country—to tax stocks, money at 
interest, and personal property. I could not go 
into details av to the particular kinds of personal 
property on which I would have this tax imposed. 
This was the appropriate duty of the committee. 
Could I have cone into details, I should have desig- 
nated as the objects of taxation, gold and silver 
plate, pleasure carriages, watches and jewelry of 
ell kinds, and household furniture exceeding in 
value a given amount. 

These, sir, were some of the luxuries and ex- 
travagances of the rich that I particularly had in 
view. I have already said that I did not intend 
to exempt the capital of the South; and therefore 
the peculiar property in which the money of the 
planter is principally invested would have been 
embraced, 1 desired to exempt the humble la- 
borer of the country from any portion of this tax. 
I believe that if the whole five millions proposed 
to be raised by my amendment were drawn from 
the large capitalists and more wealthy classes, still 
the largest proportion of the burdens of Govern- 
ment would fall upon the laboring classes. 

I have said I regard Mr. Ritchie as an unsafe 
counsellor; | would not dare to follow his advice, 
even if | were disposed to seek it. In order to 
show how unsafe and how dangerous it would be 
to be guided by his counsels, I will read some of 
his violent attacks upon General Jackson, and 
also give the opinion which General Jackson en- 
tertained of him. I read extracts taken from the 
Richmond Enquirer at the time when General 
Jackson’s name was before the country as a can- 
didate of the Republican party: 

“We cannot consent to lend a hand toward the election 
of such a man as Andrew Jackson.’ 

‘** We would deprecate his election as a curse upon our 
country.”’ 

“One who, in any great crisis, would convert the whole 
country into one great camp, and would reduce almost 
everything under martial law.”’ 

Compare him with Adams and Crawford, and how in- 
ferior must be be.” 

“ We can commend General Jackson’s modesty in reti- 
ring from the Senate and the bench, where he discovered 
the superior qualifications of other people. Can we say as 
much tor his modesty, when he is now aspiring to the high- 
est office in this nation?” 

‘* He is too litthe of a statesman, too rash, too violent in 
his temper, his measures too much inclined to arbitrary 
government, to obtain the humble support of the editor of 
this paper.”’ 

‘What kind of a President would this great civilian 
make? A gentieman who cannot interpret the plain ex- 
pression of one law, and yet would be called upon to admin- 
ister all the Jaws of the land! One whose ideas are so 
purely military that he would transmute a traitor into a spy, 
or would punish treason, not by the civie courts, but bya 
court martial!’ 


These were the opimons entertained by Mr. 
Ritchie of General Jackson. Do you think, sir, 
that he would be a safe adviser for a Democrat 
who has drawn largely from the opinions of that 
great man in the formation of his political creed ? 
who looks upon his veto messages as a text-book 
to guide the republican in the path of safety? I 
shall not call upon him for his advice, but most 
respectfully decline to follow any he may offer. 

But General Jackson placed on record his esti- 
mate of Mr. Ritchie’s character. I read from the 
the letters of Judge Brackenridge: 

**T have often heard him (Jackson) use these emphatic 
words: * Ritehie is the greatest scoundrelin America.’ And 
in one of these letters he uses the following language, which 
deserves to be engraved in letters of brass: 

«IT see that Lam attacked in Congress by Cooke, Whit- 
‘man, and Williams, aided by that infamous press, the Rich- 
‘mond Enquirer. If such a corrupt press as the Richmond 
* Enquirer were to approbate my conduct, [ should think that 
‘in some unguarded moment | had committed some great 
* moral impropriety.’ ”’ 

Weall know with what apprehension, nay, with 
what fear General Jackson, in his last moments, 
contemplated the displacement of his old friends, 
Blair and Rives, and the removal of T. Ritchie to 
the seat of Government as the editor of the orzan 
of the Republican party. He predicted that divis- 
ion in the party and disaster would follow. He 
remonstrated, he did all that a dying patriot could 
do to save us from such a calamity, to preserve 
the integrity and harmony of the Republican ranks. 


But the faithful and tied servants of the party, , 


TEE CONGREAMON A. GLOPE | 


(Blair and Rives,) who had stood by us in our hour | 


' of peril, who had safely carried us through the most | 


trying and eventful struggle in the annals of party | 
wartare, were thrust aside. What were the rea- | 
sons assigned for this? Did any one ever question 
their integrity as partisans or as men? Their | 
ability and energy were never doubted; but it was | 
said that they hud assailed so roughly many Dem- | 


ocrats as to make them obnoxious to a considera- |! 


ble portion of the party. True, they did assail with | 
vigor, and justly, too, many professed and pre- 

tended Democrats. It was at a time when treason | 
was rife in our ranks; when the Bank of the United | 
States had openly entered the political arena, and 

was buying up, like cattle in the market, presses 
and the people’s Representatives. And yet, Blair 


and Rives, during the whole twelve years of Jack- | 
son’s and Van Buren’s administrations, never de- | 
nounced half as many members of the party as | 


has this querulous and waspish old man. They 
denounced for good cause; he, without reason or 
just foundation. Take the members of the last 


Feb. 7, 


the man who shortly after was upon his kne: 


meg ——$__—___-- men 


| . x : M Sy a 
| suppliant for mercy, imploring forgiveness for 
| himself and his fellow-traitors, Rives and Tau- 


MADGE, and begging to be received once more 


Into 


‘| the party. This is the man who now denounces 


and reads Democrats out of the party by the score 

| Then, he was anxious to be taken in upon any 
terms, even on trial; now, he has grown so arro. 
gant and presuming as to erect a platform on which 
all must stand. 

‘These attacks upon me, after all, have not come 
so unexpectedly. I anticipated them before | lef, 
home; and ina public meeting of my constituents, 

_ told them I was a marked man by this old dotard: 


| that if it were in the power of his press to destroy 


my standing, he would do it. But E bid him de- 
fiance. My people know me, and are beginning 
pretty well to understand him, and those who use 
him. Icould easily save myself from these assaults, 
if I were as vacillating as he has been. There 
would be no difficulty between Mr. Ritchie and 
myself if one day | would support a great meas- 


Congress, and of the one hundred and forty Demo- || ure on principle, and the next day turn round and 
crats of which it was composed, there cannot be || oppose it. 1 would be secure from misrepresenta- 
found twenty whose skirts are free from the direct || tion and abuse if [ would submit my neck to the 
or indirect censures of this reviler of General || yoke, and wear the collar of a certain aspirant for 


Jackson. Those who sustained appropriations for || 


internal improvements—embracing a large share of 
the Democratic representation in Congress—have 
been duly read out of the party, unchurched from 
its communion, and set over to the Whigs. In 
the ** Union”? of December 16, 1847, all such are 


censured as coéperating with the Whigs * to op- | 
pose the war, to compel the Administration to | 
withdraw the army, to embarrass the Republican | 


party, and elevate the Whig candidate to the Presi- 
dency.”? 


Next came those who in the late Congress op- | 


posed a tax upon tea and coffee. All will remem- 


ber the severity with which the anathemas of the | 


** Union” were poured out upon the heads of this 
class of sinners. At one time, there was no re- 
demption or salvation for those who opposed the 
principles of free trade; and last, but in due season, 
are heard the thunders of this organ against those 
who support this policy, and honestly seek to 
carry it out by a resort to direct taxation to meet 
the heavy expenditures of a foreign war. 

But the editor of the Union has other and deeper 
sins to answer for than any I have yet charged 
upon him. He labored to destroy the administra- 
tion of Mr. Van Buren in the crisis of its fate. He 
opposed that greatest and most wholesome of all 
measures that engaged the attention and enlisted 
the support of the Republican party of modern 
times, the Independent Treasury, recommended 
by Mr. Van Buren, whose Administration reflects 
the highest honor on the Democratic party, and 
will constitute a bright page in the history of the 
Republic. I read again from the Richmond En- 
quirer : 


«This scheme [the Independent Treasury] is wicked, be- 
cause it can only be said to be a wanton experiment to dis- 


credit the present State banks, and would essentially aid || 


Mr. Biddle and his bank in breaking them down.”? 

“Let it once get foothold, and all the restraints of the 
Constitution will be broken down, with the liberties of the 
people.” 

*'The institution and establishment of sub-treasuries at all 
the necessary and commercial points in the United States 
would cost the Government several millions of dollars. 
Strong houses, with vaults, chests, bars, bolts, and locks, 
would be necessary, with a regular corps of watchmen and 
an additional set of officers. To blind the public, the scheme 
might be commenced with very few new officers, but they 
would soon be increased to any number actually necessary.” 


“ For the benefit of Mr. Gouge’s argument we will sup- | 


pose all the State banks put down, their charters repealed, 
and, if you please, the Fanny Wright doctrines carried out 
as far as its advocates desire; all grants to lauds annulled ; 


debts, contracts, credits, and slavery abolished; marriages | 


and our obligations to morality and religion abrogated ; ‘and 
everything we want to be purchased or sacrificed by the 


actual payment of gold and siiver; and in what would we 


be improved ?” 
| 


the Presidency, in whose interest the ** Union” is 
| enlisted, and for whose elevation it is laboring. If 
1 would make myself an instrument in his hands, 
(which God forbid!) I have no doubt but there 
would be an abundance of grace and mercy for me. 
The Abraham’s bosom of * Father Ritchie” is 
wide enough and warm enough for all sorts of sin- 
ners except myself. Those who opposed the tariff 
—I do not wish to be understood as censuring 
|| them—have been received back into the fold of the 
|| party; those who opposed the Administration on 
the question of improvements of rivers and har- 
|| bors, although excommunicated, have received 
absolution; for even the flagrant sin of opposition 
|| to the tax on tea and coffee, I think there has been 
|, forgiveness; and I verily believe that I, although 
| the greatest of sinners, might be forgiven even for 
| the proviso, if I would enlist under the banner 
| of a certain aspirant for the Presidency. I have 
| formed my deliberate opinions and estimates of 
\| this man, and I declare I prefer any other man 
_ named by the Republican party as a candidate for 
| the Presidency—either Cass, Dallas, or Wood- 
|| bury, nay, even Mr. Calhoun himself; he is a bold, 
| frank man, who meets all questions fairly, never 
evading or dodging the issues they involve. 
|| Sir, simultaneously, on the 25th of December, 
|| the ** Union,” in this city, and the “ Pennsyi- 
| vanian,’’ a paper published one hundred and fifty 
|| miles distant, came out with articles abusive and 
|| denunciatory of myself. ‘The editor of the latter 
| paper was in this city @ the time, and from the 
| similarity of the charges preferred against me, 
‘IT have no doubt that the attacks were arranged 
and preconcerted. My prostration was determined 
| upon, because it was believed that my opposition 
to this Presidential aspirant was uncompromising 
and unyielding. Again: the article which | have 
| been noticing, which appeared in the ‘* Union” of 
_ the 3d instant, was also, as I am informed, accom- 
|| panied by a similar attack in the “ Pennsylvanian” 
of the same date, and they are both the leading 
‘organs of the scheming, ambitious candidate. The 
one in Philadelphia is known to be devoted en- 
tirely to his interest, edited by his protege, who 's 
| in the receipt of $1,500 of the public patronage. 
The singular coincidence of these attacks, both in 
time, character, and circumstance, leaves no doubt 
upon my mind as to the source from which they 
|| come, or the reasons that prompt them. That as- 
pirant may send papers and documents into my 
county, to men of whose names he has never 
heard, except as they have been furnished, marked 
‘“‘ with the kind respects of 2? Yet he will 








“We go for the sound State banks—those which will || find the Democracy of that county firm in their 


} 


answer the purposes of the Government; those which are || attachment to their principles, and like a wall to 


honest in their wishes and zealous in their efforts to resume || 


specie payments—in preference to the Treasury system.” 


“We have objected to the Sub-treasury system, so called, 


| those who oppose them. Talk of him as a candi- 
date for the Presidency! With him as their can- 


that, in the first place, it will enlarge the Executive power, |, didate they would meet with a most overwhelming 
ALREADY TOO GREAT fora republic ; secondly, that itcon- || and most disastrous defeat. He the candidate © 


tributes to endanger the security of the public funds; and, | ; inal j f Madison! the 
thirdly, that it is calculated to produce two clrrencies—a }; the Republican party mo wwe 


baser one forthe people and a better one for the Govern- || Opponent of the war! It is idle; and his friends 

ment.”? || begin to see it and know it. 

a We opposed the Sub-treasury system, so denominated, | ‘The true reasons for this assault upon me are, 

in 1834; we maintain the same ground in 1837.” || first, my adherence to the proviso; and, next, my 
Where will you find more gross and outrageous || unwillingness to favor the pretensions of this man. 

assaults upon this measure, shou!d you search the || I have nocandidate, no particular favorite; but | pre- 

most violent Whig papers of the time? This is |! fer either of the Democrats who have been na 
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ey this man. [have aright to these preferences, to 


enjoy them, and to express them. I doubt not 
that for so doing a portion of the press of my State 
will assail and denounce me. But I intend to pre- 
serve all such, and doubt not but the ear-mark 
will be found upon them, and that upon inquiry it 
will be discovered that they are in the receipt of 
patronage from him, or obtained through his in- 
fuence. I believe, but for the large patronage 
employed, that the Democracy of Pennsylvania 
would have declared its preference for some other 
man for the Presidency. Here, sir, men are de- 
nounced, proscribed, read out of the party, for no 


THE CON 


Woodward, and did all he could to defeat his 
nomination? He(Mr. B.) was there at the time, 
and knew that his |Mr. Witmor’s] particular and 
bosom friends did all they could against Mr. 
Woodward, and that it was understood he himself 
did the same. He (Mr. B.) wrote to Mr. Wood- 
ward at the time. At the same time Mr. B. knew 


many of Mr. Buchanan’s friends were then the 


other offence than demanding that the free soil of | 
the country shall be preserved for freemen, and for | 


proposing to tax the wealth of the country, and 
make it contribute its due share towards the ex- 
nenses of the war and the payment of the public 
debt. How was it, sir, in Pennsylvania, when the 
integrity of the Democratic party was struck down, 


strong supporters of Mr. Woodward. lor him 
self, Mr. B. said, he was not the partisan friend 
of Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency, or of any 
other man; but he thought it was not very chival- 


rous, to say the least, to get up ona question of | 


personal privilege to assail a citizen of his own 

State, when there was no chance of a reply. 
(There were loud cries of order. 

who spoke under some excitement, was frequently 


| interrupted, and much confusion prevailed through 


its candidate for United States Senator defeated, | 


by acombination of Whigs, Natives, and a few 
unsound Democrats; when chicanery triumphed 
over party usages, and prostrated as pure, as noble, 
and as talented a man as breathes the air of our 
mountain hills—how was it then? Were there 
any denunciations for those who had brought 
about this defeat and overthrow of our party? 


nia appealed to those in high places here to stand 


by and sustain the party thus stricken down, to | 


vindicate its usages? Then, sir, this man, whose 
eves are directed to the White House, could take 
refuge behind his official position, and declare he 


the House. ] 


Mr. Brown, | 


The SPEAKER interposed, and remarked that | 


the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
was not in order. 
Mr. BROW N still retained possession of the floor. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 


3ROWN | 


sylvania will take his seat. 


Mr. BROWN. Ihave done, sir. 


Mr. WILMOT then resumed, and said it seem- | 


|| ed his remarks had roused his colleague. 
How was it when the Democracy of Pennsylva- | 


Mr. BROWN. Only to put right a matter of 


| fact, sir. 


thought it improper for him to interfere in the af- || 


firs of a sovereign State. With all his nice sense 
of propriety in this respect, will either he or his 
friends inform the public whether he did not write 
to Maine, with a view to influence the Governor 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, desired to | 


say a word. 

Mr. WILMOT refused to yield the floor. He 
said he desired to set himself right in relation to 
the remarks of the gentleman from Philadelphia, 


_[Mr. Brown.] He said he was not responsible for 


| the action of others. 


toappoint a particular individual Senator in the || 


place of Mr, Fairfield? He can interfere in the 


affairs of a State, even of a county or township, | 
when it suits his own purposes and advances his | 


own interests. Pending an election of delegates 


to a county convention, he can send, or cause to | 
be sent, papers marked with his ‘* kind respects,”? | 
for the purpose of controlling that convention, and | 
securing the election of delegates favorable to him- | 
self for the Presidency. But when the great Re- | 


publican party of Pennsylvania call upon him to 
stand by its usages, sustain its integrity and its 
character, then he can take refuge behind his 
offive; then he has even a squeamish sense of the 
proprieties of his position. This man the candi- 
date of the Republican party! We are not driven 
to such an extremity. He may carry the dele- 
gates from Pennsylvania in the national conven- 


tion, but they will be of no service in securing a | 


nomination. If of the right material, they might 
be of value in the trading and trafficking + 

frequently characterizes such bodies.” He num- 
bers in the ranks of his supporters many of the 


best and soundest Republicans of that State, but | 


there is scarcely a trading, trafficking, unprin- 


cipled politician within its borders who is not | 


enlisted under his banner. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said that a good | 
many would like to know to whom the gentleman | 


from Pennsylvania referred by name. 


Mr. WILMOT. I have no doubt but that every | 
gentleman present knows the individual to whom | 


have reference. But I am not in the habit of 
speaking in the dark. I refer to the Secretary of 
State; and I verily believe that one if not the main 
cause for these assaults upon me is to be found in 
My opposition to him. I repeat, no one who 
Maintains his independence and his manhood, who 
refuses to enlist as a partisan in his cause, can ever 
find favor, much less friendship, at his hands. 
Why did George W. Woodward’s head fall in the 
Senate Chamber? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 


ROWN, of Pennsylvania, interposed to make 
explanations. 


Mr. WILMOT yielded the floor. 

Mr.C, BROWN interposed here to make an 
€xplanation; and Mr. W. yielding the floor, he 
asked his colleague if he [Mr. Witmot] was not 
at Harrisburg immediately previous to the time 
Mr. Woodward was first named as a candidate 





ich too | 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


In the second place, he was 
not opposed to the election of Mr. Woodward. 


And, thirdly, he had no idea or expectation of | 


being elected Senator of the United States from 
the State of Pennsylvania; none atall. He was 
in favor of George W. Woodward. 
Cameron was elected he was not in Harrisburg, 
and he had no more idea of being elected Senator 
than any other gentleman in his country. 

Some conversation here took place between Mr. 
BROWN and Mr. WILMOT in an under tone. 
When he could be again heard, Mr. Witmor was 
explaining that he had been nominated with some 


‘|| hundred others; that he had been spoken of by 
some friends; but that he had not five friends there, |! 
and how, then, could he have had any chance of | 


an election? He solemnly declared that George 
W. Woodward was his first choice. As to the 
friend alluded to, he took him into a roomand told 
him that his declarations respecting Mr. Wood- 
ward were not pleasing to him, (Mr. W.) 

Mr. BROWN desired the gentleman to yield the 
floor that he might explain. 

Mr. WILMOT refused to yield the floor; the 


gentleman had consumed too much of his time be- | 


fore. He wished distinctly to say that the gentle- 
man from Philadelphia labored under a wrong 
impression. That he was opposed to Mr. Wood- 
ward was not true. The gentleman from Phila- 
delphia had no record to show that he was. Mr. 
Woodward was his friend. He desired to see Mr. 
Woodward in the United States Senate more than 
any other man, both on account of his personal 
relations with him and his eminent talents. And, 
in relation to the judgeship, he said that his friends 
believed that Mr. ccloend had been struck 
down with the consent of the Secretary of State. 
{[Mr. Brown made some observations from his 
seat.] The gentleman said it was not a fact; but he 
said the friends of Mr. Woodward believed it. If 
it were not so he wished to do no injustice; but 
Mr. Woodward’s friends so believed. If it were 
not so they were wrong, and not he who reported 
what they believed. He (Mr. W.) could not 
prove it on the Secretary of State, as facts were 
proved in courts of justice ; but he again declared 
that Mr. Woodward’s friends so believed; and 
this he knew, that Mr. Buchanan did not come 
out and vindicate the party. That he did know. 
It might be asked what all this had to do with a 
personal explanation? To which he would reply, 
that he was showing his constituents why he was 
assailed here and in Philadelphia. It was not 
because he had betrayed the cause of labor or the 


for the United States Senate, and if he did not || interests of the people; it was because he would 
come there as the avowed friend of Mr. Wood- || not submit to walk the plank Mr. Ritchie had 
ward; but when there, believing there was a || laid down, or attached himself to the car of a par- 

ce for his own nomination, turn against Mr. || ticular aspirant to the Presidency. That was the 





When Mr. |! 
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| son, that was the pretence for it. 
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reason. But why should he be soassailed>? He 
appealed to his whole conduct to show that he 
advocated the general principles of the party. He 
had supported all the great questions by acting 
uniformly with the Administration. He had sus- 
tained all the great party measures with no more 
difference on other points than had characterized 
some other gentlemen. But because he differed 
as to the way to raise money to carry on the war; 
because he was opposed to taxing labor by the 
imposition of a duty on tea and coffee, desiring 
rather to tax jewelry and other property, he was 
to be driven out of the party. ‘That was the rea- 
As well might 
some Western members be accused of deserting 
the Administration because they had not agreed 
with the Administration on every point. He was 
with the Administration on the questions of war 
and the acquisition of territory; but because he 
desired it to be free territory, was that a reason 
why he should be denounced? When had it be- 
come a doctrine of the Democratic party that they 
must be in favor of extending slavery over free 
soil? He had not abandoned the cause intrusted 
to him; he had not been unfaithful to the cause of 


| the laboring man; but he was not willing to stand 


on the platform that Mr. Ritchie might lay down in 


| all things; and, further, he chose to act on his own 


| preferences for a candidate for the Presidency. 


Here the SPEAKER announced the expiration 
of the gentleman’s hour. 

Mr. BRODHEAD then desired to make a brief 
explanation. 

Mr. ROOT objected. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL said if the gentleman 
persisted in his objection, he should move a sus- 
pension of the rules. 

Mr. ROOT still objected, observing that the ex- 
planation could be reserved for another day. 

Mr. THOMPSON desired to make an explana- 
tion now, if his colleague did not. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he did, too. 

Mr. BOTTS moved a suspension of the rules to 
give the gentlemen from Pennsylvania an oppor- 
tunity to be heard; which was agreed to. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, then rose 
and said that the few remarks he should submit 
would be offered more under feelings of regret than 
in a spirit of anger towards his colleague. He 
must say, however, in the outset, that he was 
much indebted to the House for its indulgence in 
giving him an opportunity now to reply to the re- 


| marks of the gentleman who had just addressed 


| them. 


It seemed to him that it nearly always 
happened in every community that some spirit of 


| malignity superinduced some persons, if they could 
| not rise to the eminence others occupied, to en- 


|| deavor to pull such persons down to the level of 
| themselves. 


No man perhaps in this Union stood 


| higher than James Buchanan, and it would be well 


| that time. 


for his colleague if, when he shall have arrived at 
Mr. Buchanan’s age, he shall have earned for him- 
self such a reputation for honor and talent as the 
Secretary of State. His colleague had remarked 
that Mr. Buchanan was the reviler of Mr. Madi- 


| son, and an opposer of the war of 1812. An op- 


poser of the war! And where was his colleague 
at that time? In his cradle, and yet he presumed 
to assail Mr. Buchanan, who, if inquired for, 
would be found to be a volunteer in the army at 
Mr. Buchanan an opposer of the last 


war! Seek for himand he would be found in the 


lines at Baltimore. He an opposer of the last war! 


Why, he was its ardent supporter both in the Le- 
gislature and on the stump. He had been assail- 
ed respecting some old speech attributed to him— 
that old speech had been a standing slander—but 
Mr. Buchanan made no other speech than for the 
prosecution of the war. The version given of Mr. 
Buchanan’s speech was untrue. 

But, further, his colleague had alluded to affairs 
at home, in regard to the nomination of a Mr. 
Woodward. Now, he had lived as long in Penn- 
sylvania as his friend—he would call him so still, 
though he had forfeited all claims to the title by 
his attack on one of their most prominent citizens 
—dand he never heard of the appearance of Mr, 
Buchanan at that election between Mr. Woodward 
and Mr. Cameron. 

Mr. WILMOT made some observation in his 
seat which was not audible at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. THOMPSON would ask what Mr. Buchan- 
an could have done to “stand by his party,” as 
the gentleman desired he should have done. The 
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election was made; was it for Mr. Buchanan to 


What could Mr. Bu- 


come out and denounce it? 
chanan have done? 


Cameron. 


Democrat; and in his election Mr. Buchanan acqui- 
esced, as he (Mr. Tuompson) and others had done. 
Mr. WILMOT rose and said the gentleman was 
misinformed, A call had been made upon Mr, 
juchanan, to come out in condemnation of the 
manner of Mr. Cameron’s election. 


Mr. THOMPSON interposed to stop the re- 


marks of his colleague, who had had his hour, 
and had occupied it quite satisfactorily to himself, 


doubtless, if to the satisfaction of nobody else. | 


Ile had never heard of Mr. Buchanan refusing 
permission to publish any correspondence. He 


had heard that Mr. Buchanan addressed an open, | 


fair, and above-board letter to a committee, 

But he would proceed. It was unjust to rake 
up old charges against Mr. Buchanan, unless they 
were well founded, which some of those made by 
his colleatue he knew were not. 


might have believed them to be well founded. | 
There was, however, sometimes a resort to imagin- | 


ation when facets did not exist. He would here 
RAY that there never was a man in the State of 


Pennsylvania more popular than James Buchanan. | 


His popularity was spontaneously bestowed by 
the people, on account of his purity of character 
and great ability. "This was exhibited in their pri- 
mary meetings, as in their county and city con- 
ventions; and at the convention of the 4th March, 


Mr. Buchanan would have one hundred votes out | 


of one- hundred and thirty-three delegates. Yes, 
and the Democratic party in his colleague’s Con- 
rressional district would vote for Mr. Buchanan. 


fe would undertake to say, that, notwithstanding | 


all the efforts that might be made in the Susque- 
hanna Congressional district, instructions would 


not be obtained against him; whereas, at a large | 
meeting held in one county, the course pursued by || 


his colleague had been condemned, if notin others 


also. ‘The people esteemed Mr. Buchanan more 


highly than any man: and with a view to give the 
world a fair opportunity to judge on this subject, 
he would here state that this was not the first time 
his colleague had stood alone, not one member of 
the Pennsylvania delegation occupying the posi- 
tion with him. He differed from his colleagues 
on the Oregon question, and on the tariff also. He 
differed on other questions likewise, and the De- 
mocracy denounced him. Lethim go home. Itwas 


sometimes much safer and much pleasanter to sit || 
here than to go home. No man was more popular | 


with his colleacue’s constituents than Mr. Buchan- 


an. The people have spoken, and nothing would || 
tempt them to detract from his character and stand- | 


ing. He should have allowed his colleague to 
have taken his seat without observation, if his 
opposition to Mr. Buchanan had been of a differ- 
ent character; but when his colleacue’s opposition 
was personal, when the bitterness which had been 
exhibited arose alone from selfish feelings 

{Loud cries of ** order.’’ 

The SPEAKER called the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to order. 

Mr. WILMOT. Oh! I have no objection to it. 





Mr. CHARLES J. INGERSOLL rose to a/| 


question of order. He had this day heard the 
Chair say, that it was out of order to say that a 
man had forfeited respect; now, he never heard 


of a rule which made that contrary to order. | 


(Laughter. } 

The SPEAKER reiterated his decision, that the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. THompson] 
was out of order. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL. In what respect? I 
shall have to appeal from the decision of the Chair 
on that point. 


THE CONGRESSIONA 


Was any call made on him? | 
He asserted that there never was a call made on | 
Mr. Buchanan to denounce the election of General | 
General Cameron professed to be a 1] 
Democrat; he voted with Democrats; and he was a 


His colleague | 


|, to write such an article as that which had been 
|} read? 

Mr. WILMOT entered into a conversation from 
his seat. 

The SPEAKER called him to order. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he would take the ex- 
planation of his colleague. It was because such 
an article appeared, not only here but elsewhere. 
It was because such articles were multitudinous. 
| Why, similar articles might appear in fifty differ- 

ent papers through the State of Pennsylvania, and 
| would it follow that they were written by Mr. 
Buchanan, or instigated by him? Was it neces- 
sary that Mr. Buchanan should instigate any 
person to write such productions to induce the 
Democracy to speak their sentiments respecting 
his colleague? Mr. Buchanan warred not with his 
colleague. He desired it not. He never had 
warred with him; and he (Mr. T.) would promise 
his colleague that he never would. 
| Mr. WILMOT was understood to ask Mr. 
| Tnompson if he had not franked something to his 
(| (Mr. W.’s) district ? 

Mr. THOMPSON replied that he might have 
\| franked documents to go there, but he knew notif 
he had. He had, at the request of a gentleman, 
franked the proceedings of a meeting in Philadel- 
phia for transmission to the people, but he was not 
aware that Mr. Buchanan knew it. He never told 
Mr. Buchanan of it; and cogent evidence it would 
have been, if he had, of a lofty conspiracy to 
interfere with the standing of his colleague in his 
own district! The idea was monstrous. He 
|| never could bear to turn back and traduce any- 
|| body, especially a man from his own State—a 
|| man of such preéminence of character and stand- 
| ing as the Secretary of State—a man identified 
with Democracy and with the old hero, General 
Jackson. But he had risen with no intention to 
| speak in this disjointed manner, nor was it neces- 
sary. Mr. Buchanan was a man whose character 
was written in the diplomacy of the country in a 
manner never to be obliterated. It might not have 
been necessary that he should say this. He 
should not have risen at all if his colleague had 
|; made his speech in Pennsylvania. But it was 
|; made here, among strangers to Mr. Buchanan, 


|| many of the members being here for the first time. 


i} 
| 
' 
| 


|| Those to whom Mr. Buchanan was more inti- | 


|| mately known—the electors of his own State—had 
|| instructed their delegates to their convention to put 
forth Mr. Buchanan, and to insist upon his nomi- 


|| dency. 
ninety already appointed. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


had nothing further to add. 
THANKS TO ALBERT GALLATIN. 


| 


moved the adoption of certain resolutions, which, 
he said, were expressive of his views on the sub- 
| ject to which they referred. He desired the Clerk 
to read them for information. 
|| Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL objected. 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman from Ohio 
‘had the right to describe his resolutions in his 
place. 
Mr. GIDDINGS read his resolutions, as follows: 


Whereas the honor and true glory of all republican gov- 

ernments consist in promoting the happiness of their peo- 

| ple, by encouraging education, diffusing intelligence, and 
extending the arts and sciences among them : 

And whereas it Was eminently the intention of the great 

founders of our institutions that we should exhibit to the 


governmeni, leaving the people of other nations to the en- 


intelligence, and moral purity: 
And whereas these objects are irreconcilably opposed to 


| a love of military fame is excited, in w hich the peaceful av- 


GLOBE. 


|| nation as the Democratic candidate for the Presi- | 
There were, he believed, from eighty to | 


He thanked the House for its indulgence. He | 


Mr. GIDDINGS sent to the Clerk’s table and 


world an elevated example of the capability of man for self- | 
| joyment of those rights which we claim for ourselves, unin- | 
fluenced except by our example for justice, magnanimity, | 
foreign wars, by which the spirit of conquest is engendered, | 


| ocations and moral restraint of civil life are forgotten amid | 


ia a ; : ’ |, the carnage, strife, and bloodshed of the battle-field, on | 
Mr. THOMPSON resumed, and said he did not | 


desire to violate the rules or deviate from the } 
courtesies of the House. He wished the House, 
however, to know that all these diversities of | 
opinion were on personal grounds—entirely per- || 
sonal; and he cared not longer to speak of a man 

who acted under the impulse of personal feelings. || 
This House well knew how improper it was to |) 
speak of a gentleman under the influence of such || 
feelings, and to the intelligence of the House he | 
should leave it. What personal feelings could || 
prompt Mr. Buchanan to superinduce Mr. Ritchie | 


which the lives of thousands of our fellow-men are sacri- 


ficed, and by which lamentation, anguish, and wo are car- | 


| ried to the bosoms of inuumerable surviving friends and 
| relatives: 


And whereas, in our present war with Mexico, more than 
twenty thousand American citizens have fallen victims to 
the spirit of military ambition, and distress and mourning 
are brought tpon our own country as well as upon Mexico, 
and a national debt has been incurred, and must regt upon 
those who sneceed us: Now, therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That we re- 
gard with satisfaction and profound respect the labors of 


those philanthropists and patriots who are engaged in calling | 
the attention of the people of these States to a just estimate ° 
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of the blessings of peace, and to a proper appreciation of the 
evils of war. 


Resolved, further, That the thanks of Congress and the 
gratitude of the people of the United States are justly due 
to the Hon. Albert Gallatin for his distinguished efforts in the 
cause of truth and humanity, touching the war in Which we 


are engaged. 

Mr. GIDDINGS subsequently modified his res- 
olution, by substituting the words * many thou- 
sands” in lieu of the words * more than twenty 
thousand.”’ 

Mr. G. asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to introduce them. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. GIDDINGS then moved a suspension of 
the rules for their introduction. 

The motion was agreed to, and the resolutions 
were then read a first time. 

Mr. MURPHY moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived. 

The question having been put on the second 
reading— 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL desired to offer an 
amendment, striking out a portion of the resolu- 
tion; but 

The SPEAKER decided it to be out of order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL inquired if it was not on the 
same subject—the Mexican war. [Laughter.] 

The SPEAKER said there was no analogy be- 
tween the gentleman’s amendment and a resolution 

_ of thanks. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved the previous ques- 
tion, which was seconded, and the main question 
was ordered to be now put. 

Mr. W. called for the yeas and nays on the main 
| question. 

Mr. DUNN moved to lay the whole subject on 
the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the yeas and 
nays, and they were ordered, and resulted thus: 
Yeas 132, nays 45. So the joint resolution was 
laid on the table. 


| Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which, on the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Stepnens,] certain 
correspondence with General Taylor had been 
| called for. His object was to offer a resolution as 
an amendment, which he desired to be read. 

It was read accordingly, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Presideut of the United States be re- 
quested to furnish to this House copies of all correspond- 
ence between the Secretary of War and Major General 
Scott, and between the Secretary of War and Major Gen- 
eral Taylor, and between Major General Scott and N. P. 
Trist, late Commissioner of the United States to Mexico; 
and between the latter and the Secretary of State, which 
has not heretofore been published, and the publication of 
which may not be incompatible with the public interest. 

Mr. H., after consideration, offered his amend- 
| ment asa resolution. He said he was willing to 
|, call upon the War Department of this Government 

for all the correspondence had with all our gen- 
_erals; and if this resolution weve adopted he should 

have no desire to reconsider the resolution adopted 
this morning. 
The resolution was adopted, and 
The House adjourned. 


| 


i 





| PETITIONS, &c. 
| The following petitions were presented and re- 
| ferred under the rule: 


By Mr. MORSE: The petition of J. Gibbs and 71 others, 
\ pares for the establishment of a post route from Mount 
|, Lebanon to Alexandria, Louisiana. S 
By Mr. BUTLER: The petition of citizens of Columbia 
county, Pennsylvania, asking for the passage of a law caus- 
ing the present mail route from Pottsville to Cattawissa, to 
start from Pousville and end at Towanda, Bradford county ; 
and also praying that said mail be carried daily (except >un- 
day) direct from Pottsville to Bloomsburg, and continued 
thence to Towanda, via Orangeville, three times 4 week, 
and three times a week from Bloomsburg, via Jerseytown 
and White Hall, to Muncy. Also, the petition of citizens 
| of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, praying for an immediate 
and proportionate reduction of postage on all newspapers 
not containing more than five hundred square inches. Also, 
the petition of citizens of Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, 
asking that the existing laws may be so altered as to allow 
| newspapers to be transmitted through the mail free of post- 
age in the counties in which they are printed, and any dis- 
tance within thirty miles from the office of publication ; 
also, that the provision of the act of Congress passed 
of March, 1847, authorizing a charge of three cents post- 
age on all papers not sent by the publishers may be re- 
valed. 
“i Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The remonstrance - 
Samuel Whiterow, oon eens the bill further to — 
the patent of Jethro Wood. Also, the memorial of W. 


| 
| 
} 


| Holmes and 186 others, praying that the principles of the 
| laws of drawback and warehousing may be so extended as 
|| to allow the introduction of Canadian wheat into the _ 
tier lake and river ports, for manufacture into flour, in e 
United States, under bond, and that upon the actual export- 
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ation of the said flour, the said bonds may be cancelled 
under such regulations as Congress may prescribe. 

By Mr. TWEEDY: The petitioa of Henry D. Huff and 
sixty-four others, citizens of Wi-consin and Ilinois, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a post roate froin Sontapert, 
Wisconsin, to Richmond, [linois, via Pleasant Praine, 
Knoxon’s Corner, Liberty, and English Prairie. — 

By Mr. T. BUTLER KING: he petition ef the piiots 
and others of the town of St. Mary’s, Georgia, asking that | 
the ligut-house on Amelia Island may be removed to a more 
eligible position. 7 x 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for the passage of a law , 
providing fer the free distribution of the rrbtic lands ameug 
ihe non-landholders of the United States. 

By Mr. STUARL, of Michigan: The petition froin the in- 
jabitants of Eaton and Ingham counties, for a mail route | 
from Marshall, Michigan, to the capital of the State, via 
Eaton Rapids. y 

By Mr. WM. THOMPSON, ot lowa: Sandry peti ions | 
from various parts of the Sete ef Jowa, in addition to for- | 
mer petitions of the same purport, prayiug for the establish- 
ment of a post route from Alexandria, Missouri, via Bloom- | 
field, Princeton, Knoxville, and other intermediate points, 
to Fort Des Moines, in the State of Lowa. 

By Mr. ROBERT SMITH: The petition of Jesse Gordon, 
a revolutionary soldier, in the uinety-third®year of is'age, 
praying an inerease of pension. ‘ ini 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Billings 0. Plimp- 
ton, Russel Bordon, and others, citizens of Trumbull county, 
Ohio, praytng the reduction of postage one-half on all papers 
containing not more than five hundred square inches. Also, 
the petition of Hiram Giddings, and others, citizens of 
Portage county, Ohio, praying the reduction of postage one- 
half on all papers containing net more than five huadred 
aquare inches. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: A petition for a mail route from 
Litdefort, via Wentworth, Angola, Antioch, English Prairie. 
Blivin’s Mills, Seion, Rieimoud, Alden, Bigfoot Prairie, 
(Wisconsin,) Burton’s Corners, (Ulinois,) Wilmot and 
Manley’s Prairie, to Beloit, ia Wisconsin. Also, the peti- 
tion of Charles Gardner, fer a grant of dand to improve the 
navigation of the Iroquois and K:tnkakee rivers. 

By Mr. SMITH, of Ilinois: ‘The petition ot John Springer, 
and a large number of other citizens of Madison county, 
illinois, praying a reduction of postage on juvenile news- 
papers of small dimensions. Also, the petition of ‘Tl’. Harri- 
son, ard LL1 other citizens of St. Clair county, [linois, for 
the same object. Also, the petition of John Hamilton, of | 
Alton, Illinois, praying remuneration for moneys paid by | 
him for the United States Government during the late war 
with Great Britain. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: The petition of Eph- 
raim Finch and others, in behalf of Thomas Duer, for money 
expended while in the service of the United States during 
the fast war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: he petition of Lowry Williams, an 
Indian countryman, and entitied to ail the privileges of a 
Cherokee Indian under the provisions of a treaty between 
the United States and the Cherokee nation of Indians, con- 
cluded in 1835, praying that Congress may provide for the 
payment of one-half of the valne of his improvement, as as- 
sessed by the valuing agents appointed in accordance with 
the provisions of said treaty, and which have been withheld 
from him illegally. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The resolutions and proceedings 
of a public meeting held in the fifth Congressional district of || 
Pennsylvania, relative to the war with Mexico. 

By Mr. DICKEY: The petition of 8. T. Trimble and 109 
other citizens of Beaver county,.Pennsylvania, praying for 
an alteration in the rates of postage now established by law. 
Also, the petition of Talbot Townsend and 136 other citizens 
of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying that the public 
lands shall be laid outin farms and small lots for the free use 
of such citizens (not possessed of other lands) as will oc- 
cupy them, allowing the settler the right to dispose of his 
possessions to any one not possessed of other land. Also, 
the petition of William J. Alexander and 100 other citizens 
of Washington county, Pennsylvania, praying for a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage, and also for a reduction of post- 
age in favor of juvenile newspapers. 

By Mr. TURNER: The petition of John Dexter and 172 
others, praying for aimail route from Peru, in the State of 
Illinois, to Lee, Centre, and Daysville. Also, the petition of 
John Rose and 89 others, praying for a mail route from La 
Salle, in the State of Hlinois, to Rockford, in the same 
State. Also, the petition and memorial of citizens of the 
State of Illinois, praying for an act to grant the right of pre- 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, February 7, 1848. 
The PRESIDENT ee tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of War, made in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, accom- 
panied by a map of the examination of New 


was read, 


On motion by Mr. CASS, it was ordered to be 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 


PETITIONS. 


and laymen of the Unitarian denomination of 


referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


Hussey, praying an extension of his patent for a 
reaping machine; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of Wil- 


on Public Lands. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. TURNEY submitted the following resolu- 


tion, which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 


| Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
' route from Athens to Kingston, Tennessee. 


following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be instructed to re- 
port to the Senate the causes of the repeated recent failures of 
| the mail to and from New Orleans; and what legislation, if 

any, is necessary to prevent the recurrence of such failures, as 
well as to prevent the losses sustained by the public in con- 


the United States mail, by the express mail established by 
individuals. 


Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- 
lution for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
| quested to communicate to the Senate, if in the possession 
| of the Department of State, a copy of the instructions of the 
| ministerial council of the Republic of Mexico to the com- 
| missioners appointed to negotiate with Mr. Trist, dated at 
Mexico on or about the 24th day of August, 1847; together 
with the proposals or project, if any, subinitted by the Mex- 
ican commissioners as the basis of a treaty, prior to the 
counter-project submitted by them on the 6th of September, 
1847, and already communicated to the Senate; and also 
the proceedings, if any, which were had in relation to said 
proposals first submitted ; so faras the same may be commu- 
| nicated consistently with the public interest. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill to grant to 
the State of Illinois a right of way through the 
public lands, and for other purposes, reported it 
without amendment. 

* Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Terri- 
| tories, to whom was referred the bill to establish 








without amendment. 


| fairs, reported a resolution for the relief of Betsey 
emption to the Great Western railroad, in the State of Iili- seaert seamen vee ow Sat ene, Senne 
am anda Saale re oes agrepetnned | The Senate proceeded to consider said resolu- 
tion, as in Committee of the Whole; and no amend- 
ment being made, it was reported to the Senate, 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The said resolution was read a third time, by 
unanimous consent, and passed. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. Campsext, their Clerk, 
announcing that the House of Representatives 
have passed bills of the following titles: 

An act for the relief of William Culver ; 
| An act for the relief of Daniel Robinson; 
| An act for the relief of Elizabeth Clapper, of 
| Muskingum county, in the State of Ohio ; 
| An act for the relief of Harriet Barney ; 

An act for the relief of John Anderson; 

An act for the relief of Joseph C. Doxey ; 

An act for the relief of S. Morris Waln; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
| of Amelia Brereton ; 

An act for the relief of the legal heirs of John 
| Snyder, deceased ; 


By Mr. INGE: The petition of 32 citizens of Fayette 
county, in the State of Alabama, praying an increase of the 
revolutionary pension of David Black. 

By Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware: A memorial signed 


| 

| 

| 
by numerous citizens in various ports of the United States, | 
praying for an appropriation for the construction of an ice 
harbor at Delaware city, on the Delaware river. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Henry D. Evans and | 
485 other citizens of Missouri, praying a grant to the State | 
of Missouri of each alternate section of iand held by the 
United States for five miles on each side of a proposed rail- 
road from the city of Lexington, via St. Louis, to Ohio city, 


at the mouth of the Ohio river; the said land, or the pro- || 
ceeds thereof, to be applied in aid of the construction of 
said road, and not otherwise; and where said lands have 
been purchased or preoccupied by settlers on preémption 
rights, that the State be permitted to select an equivalent 
quantity from contiguous lands along said road. 
PeUtion of Hiram Pearson and 87 others, praying Congress 
to provide for draining the swamp or submerged lands in 
southeastern Missouri. Also, the petition of M. Underwood 
and 56 others, praying the establishment of a post route 
from Fredericktown, in Madison county, Missouri, to 
Loundte post office, Wayne county, same State, via Devatt | 
inger’s. 

By Mr. EDWARDS: The memorial and papers of the 
heirs of Israel Cryder, for claims against the United States 
for provisions purchased for the army during the Revolution. 


Iso, the 


SEE CONGRESSIONAL ‘CLOSE 


Mexico made by Lieutenant J. W. Abert; which | 


Mr. HALE presented a memorial of ministers | 


Christians, praying the adoption of measures for | 
the reéstablishment of peace between the United | 
States and the Republic of Mexico; which was | 


liam W. Wynn, praying to be allowed the right | 
' of preémption to certain lands in the State of | 
Arkansas; which was referred to the Committee | 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the | 


| sequence of the converance of intelligence in advance of || 
1 


| the territorial government of Oregon, reported it || 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Af- | 
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An act for the relief of Barclay & Livingston, 
and Smith, Thurgar, & Co. ; 
An act for the relief of Amzy Judd; 
_ An act for the relief of the heirs of Matthew 
Stewart; 
An act for the relicf of Joseph and Lindley 
Ward; 
An act for the relief of Mrs. Anne W. Angus; 
An act for the relief of Elizabeth Mays ; 
An act for the relief of James H. Conley ; 
An act for the relief of Jesse Young; 
An act for the relief of Silas Waterman. 
In which they request the concurrence of the 
|| Senate. 
The said bills were read a first and second time, 
by unanimous consent, and referred as follows: 
The bills for the relief of William Culver; of 


~ 


a. | Daniel Robinson; of John Anderson; of Joseph C. 
Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of Obed | 


Doxey; of S. Morris Waln; of the legal represent- 
atives of Amelia Brereton; of the legal heirs of 
John Snyder, deceased; and of the heirs of Mat- 
thew Stewart; were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

The bills for the relief of Elizabeth Clapper; of 
Harriet Barney; of Jesse Young; and of Silas 
Waterman; were referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 
| The bill for the relief of Mrs. Anne W. An- 
|| BUS; of Elizabeth Mays; and of James EH. Con- 
| 
| 
| 


| 


ley; were referred to the Committee on Naval 
| Affairs. 
The bill for the relief of Barclay & Livingston, 
Smith, Thurgar & Co., was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Commerce. 
| The bill for the relief of Amzy Judd was referred 
|| to the Committee on Public Lands. 
|| The bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindley 
| 


Ward was referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. 


PROMOTION OF CADETS. 
The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
|| resolution, submitted by Mr. Benton on the 2d 
| instant, and it was agreed to: 
|| Resolved, That the Presidvnt be requested to cause the 
|| Senate to be informed of the order or law by virtue of 
| which the following words in relation to the promotion of 
|| cadets have been inserted in the Army Register of the Uni- 
|| ted States, page 45, for the year 1847: 
| 4 Cadets acting as supernumerary. officers in the army, in 
|| virtue of their brevets, will be successively promoted to 
| vaecancics of the lowest grade which may first happen in the 
| particular arm to whiéh they may have been attached, 
|| according to the order of rank established at the Military 
|| Academy.”? 
MAP OF MEXICO. 
|| ‘The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolution, submitted by Mr. Rusk on the 4th in- 
stant: 


| Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be required to 
| procure hundred copies of the map of Mexico, five 
| 








| thousand copies of the map of the Valley of Mexico and of 
| the seat of war, published by J. Disturnell, of New York, 

not toexceed in cost one dollar each for the map of Mexico, 
| and ten cents for the others. 


| On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was ordered that 
| it be referred to the Committee on the Library. 

| 

| 





BILLS PASSED. 

The following bills were then severally consid- 
ered in Committee of the Whole, ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, and were subse- 
| quently read a third time by unanimous consent 

|, and passed: 

| A bill in addition to an act for the relief of Wal- 
| ter Loomis and Abel Gay, approved July 2, 1836. 
| A bill for the relief of Edward Bolon. 


% 
- 


A bill confirming former sales, by the State of 
| Ilinois, of the Ohio Saline Reservations, and au- 
thorizing the sale of the residue of such reserva- 
| tions. 
| 


|  HALF-PAY TO WIDOWS AND ORPHANS. 
| The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
| amending the act entitled ‘*An act granting half- 
pay to widows or orphans where their husbands 
| and fathers have died of wounds received in the 
| military service of the United States, in cases of 
| deceased officers and soldiers of the militia and 
volunteers,”’ passed July 4, 1836. 
| The question being on ordering the bill to be 
', engrossed and read a third time—- 
r. NILES offered the following amendment, 
| which was agreed to: 
| Add to the end of the bill, “ who were in the army of the 
| United States on the first day of March, 1846, or at any sub- 


| sequent period during the présent war between the United 
| States and Mexico.” : 
| 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and 
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was subsequently read a third time and passed, as 
follows: 

« Be it enacted, &c., That the provisions of the first sec- 
tion of the act entitled ‘ An act granting balf-pay to widows 


or orphans, where their husbands and fathers have died of 


wounds received in the military service of the United Bates, 
in certain eases,and for other purposes,”’ approved July 
fourth, cighteen hundred and thirty-six, shall be applicable 
to all widows and orphans of otficers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, and soldiers of the army of the United 
States, who were in the army of the United States on the 
first day of March, eighteen hundred and forty-six, or at any 
subsequent period during the present war between the Uni- 
ted States and Mexico.” 
THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to raise, for alimited time, an additional military 
force. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I[ask the indulgence of the 
Senute, and of the Senator from Virginia, who is 
entitled to the floor, to enable me to make an ex- 
planation in behalf of my friend and constituent, 
Captain Gregory, of the navy, who conceives that 
the honorable Senator from Arkansas {[Mr. Sevier] 
was under a misapprehension in regard to a 
material fact in the statement made by him, on the 
authority of Captain Gregory, in the Senate on Fri- 
day last. 

The honorable Senator from Arkansas, if I cor- 
rectly understood him, was endeavoring to convince 


the Senate, that Point Isabel and the harbor of 


Brazos Santiago were not in the possession of the 
Mexicans at the time of General Taylor’s march 
upon the Rio Grande, and of his seizure and oc- 
cupation of them as a depot for his army, on the 
25th of March, 1846. 
was understood to state to the Senate, that he had 
been informed by Captain Gregory that on landing 
there he saw only two or three huts slightly built 
with forked sticks, and no Mexicans, except a few 
vagabonds and fishermen. The Senator from 
Arkansas was under the erroneous impression that 
Captain Gregory, in the conversation to which he 
alluded, had reference to the condition of the place 
anterior to the time of its being taken possession of 
by General Taylor; whereas, in fact, Point Isabel 
and the port of Brazos Santiago had been in the 


military oceupation of General Taylor more than | 


a month before the landing of Capt. Gregory, which 


'| tion, 


In proof of that position, he | 


was on the 8th May—the day on which the battle || 


of Palo Alto was fought. Capt. Gregory informs 
me that he then observed the remains of several 
dwellings that had been burnt. His conversation 
with the Senator from Arkansas was casual and 
in general terms, as he was not aware at the time 
that information was desired for the purpose of be- 
ing communicated to the Senate. He is the more 
desirous of correcting the error into which the hon- 
orable Senator has inadvertently fallen, as it places 
him somewhat in conflict with the statements of 
General ‘Taylor in his correspondence with the 
Government. It will be recollected by the Senate, 
that General Taylor speaks of the harbor of Brazos 
Santiago as being the port used by the citizens 
of Matamoros in their commerce, and states that 
he had given assurances, when at Corpus Christi, 
to some citizens of Matamoros, and on his arrival 
at the river had renewed them in a communication 
to the commanding general at that place, that until 
the question of boundary should be definitively 
settled, the harbor of Brazos Santiago should be 
open to the free use of the Mexicans as hereto- 
fore. He also speaks of ** the Mexican custom- 
house officer at Brazos Santiago,”’ and of the 
houses that were burnt on the 24th of March by 
the port captain, who had made his escape before 
the arrival of the troops; by whom only two or 
three inoffensive Mexicans were found, the rest 
having left for Matamoros. 

Mr. SEVIER. If the Senator will indulge me 


| we could swallow the whole of Mexico, with feel- 


_dians, who are now in the exercise of equal privi- | 


for a moment, I will state, that in the course of my || 


remarks the other day, in referring to the nature 
of the settlement at Brazos Santiago, I did men- 
tion that I had conversed with Captain Gregory 
on the subject, and that his statement confirmed 


the information which I had received previously | 
' 


from other quarters, 
left upon my mind was, that Captain Gregory was 


Certainly, the impression | 


there when General Taylor landed. If he had ref- | 
erence to a subsequent arrival there, I shall make || 


the correction with great pleasure. I may add, 
that my information was obtained from’ other 
sources, amongst others, from one of the Senators 
from Texas, and I alluded to Captain Gregory's 
statement as corroboratory of what I had heard 
from other gentlemen. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





Mr. HUNTER said, if the question merely re- 
lated to the addition of ten regiments to the army, 
he would have taken no part in the debate. But 
higher and graver questions were invelved—ques- 
tions involving the interests and the progress of 
the people of the United States. He believed that | 
the people of these United States were destined to | 
occupy a prominent position in the events which 
are now in progress throughout the world. He 
referred to the principles on which our system is 
founded, which Sad been attempted unsuccessfully 
to be applied to Mexican government. He had | 
great faith in the soundness of public opinion, 
but the questions which now call for our delibera- | 
tion and decision were a few years ago merely 
subjects of speculation. They have come here 
without the premonitions which shadows general- 
ly cast before them, and we are called to act on 
them. He said that the war had come upon us 
with a suddenness whieh prevented preparation, | 
and that we had been plunged in it so deeply that 
we had now only to meet the consequences which | 
it has produced. ’ 

He regarded the question to be now, how we 
should regulate our progress—whether we should 
spread our population over distant territories in the 
same way that Rome and England had done, by 
spreading ruin before and around us, or shall fulfil 
our destiny by extending the generous influences |! 
of our system among other communities. Provi- 
dence had planted us in this wilderness, and des- 
tined us to spread freedom of thought and energy 
of action around us. He adverted to our rapid and 
prosperous growth, to the knowledge we had obtain- 
ed of truth by handling it, to the advantage we had 
derived from our division into various and inde- | 
pendent communities, to the duty imposed on us 
to civilize the scene in which we were placed, and 
to wrest from the soil a support for man. Weare 
in a position to accomplish more than any nation 
before us has done, and he believed it could be || 
achieved. Hereferred to the modes in which it 
must be done. We must diminish the action of 
the central power in the several parts; a fraternal 
spirit must be cherished among our people; and 
this can only be done in a homogeneous popula- 

But he regretted to say that he saw notonly | 
in the public prints, but in the language of Sena- 
tors here, a growing disposition to annex the whole | 
of Mexico. He rejoiced to hear the Senator from 
Arkansas disclaim, on the part of the Administra- , 
tion, any such object; but the tendency of all the | 
argument of his friend from Arkansas seemed to 
take that course. He adverted to the expression | 
of the chairman of the Military Committee, that 


ings of regret. He regarded an association with 
the Mexican people as one to be dreaded, both in || 
view of its influence on southern institutions, and || 
on account of the impracticability of amalgamating | 
races so distinct and irreconcilable. He asked his | 
friend from Arkansas, if he would treat the In- 


leges in Mexico, and who legislated for themselves, | 
as citizens of the United States? 

Mr. FOOTE asked if he was to understand the | 
Senator as stating that the Indians in Mexico were | 
in this position ? | 

Mr. HUNTER stated the German writer on 
whose authority he made the statement. He went , 
on to show the impracticability of any union with || 
the Mexican classes on equal terms. To attach | 
the Mexican territory as a province, he considered | 
still more objectionable. The colonies which had 
been subdued by European nations had been cost- || 
ly appendages, and had never contributed to the 
support of their conquerors. He repudiated the 
idea of deriving any revenue from Mexico, or of 
keeping the religious classes in subjection and un- | 
der regulation. ‘The church establishment of Mex- | 
ico connected with the State acted well in the | 
system of that Government; and if we destroy it, | 
we destroy and debase the whole people. 

In reference to what the Senator from Arkansas | 
had said about patronage, he asked if patronage || 
was not power, and if it might not be so exerted |; 
as to defeat the effect of the elective system? In 
the administration of any fund which might be 
raised from Mexican territory, he feared that there 


_would be great danger. The Representatives of || 


the people would become careless about money || 
which was not derived from their own constitu- || 
encies, and thus the management of it would be |; 
thrown entirely in the hands of the Executive, |! 


Feb. 7 


Sn 

He said that it was a delusive idea that we eo 
raise in the country the means to sustain the troo 1s 
employed there. He looked at the disastrous 
sults which that policy produced in the Roman 
empire. 

Mr. H. took a view of the mischiefs which erey 
out of wars waged for conquest, and quoted from 
Dr. Johnson to show the classes which have de- 
rived benefits from a system which was pregnan; 
with so much general evil. That we should be 
exempt from the evils which wars of this character 
inflicted on other nations, was scarcely to be ex. 
pected. He referred to the ruin brought on Rome 
by the abuse of the money power. He adverieg 
to the commencement of the funding system in 
England, and the immense mass of debt with which 
it had burdened that country. He glanced at the 
extent of her conquests, the lustre of the glory 
which she had acquired, and the increase of her 
colonies; and contrasted these benefits with the 
debt which was contracted, to the amount of a 
mortgage on her whole territory; and such would 
be the effect of wars waged for conquest every. 
where. If we enter into them here, the people 
must seek relief from these resalis in a change of 
government. He did not believe that our present 
form would survive an attempt to carry out pro- 
jects of conquest by taxing the pockets of the 
people. Again, he referred to the downfall of 
Rome, in consequence of her adoption of a policy 
of this nature, by the power even of the very col- 
onies which she had subjugated. 

It may be said that British example was more 
encouraging, that her power and glory were stili 
on the increase. He would not attempt to predict 
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how long her greatness might continue. ut he 
would say she was no example for us. Would 
we take her colonies with her debt? Or would 


we even take her possessions if they were offered 
to us on no other condition but that we should 
protect and govern them? 

He had given the views of our progress and 
destiny as they presented themselves to his mind, 
and he now came to look at the objects of the war. 
He would not consent that we should take a line 
which would run so far as to throw on us the 
burden and responsibility of governing any large 
mass of the Mexican people. But he did not 
believe it practicable to prevent our people from 
overspreading that country. The Mexican people 
were now receding before the Indian; and this 
affords a new argument in favor of our occupation 
of that territory, whieh would otherwise fall into 
the occupation of the savage. He would desire to 


| obtain from the Mexican people a fair commercial 
_ treaty, as a sine qua non. 
the social fabric nm Mexico. 


He would not destroy 
When we close this 
war, it should leave the social character and insti- 
tutions of the Mexicans undisturbed, to develop 
themsclves according to their own views. 

He regarded the formation of plans of campaigns, 
and of directing the necessary military operations, 
as peculiarly and properly an Executive measure, 
It was limited by the power of Congress to put a 
stop to the war, to define its objects, or to arrest 
the supplies. He intended to vote for the supplies. 
But he thought that if peace was not speedily 
obtained, the plan of the campaign should be 
changed. He had originally viewed the plan of 
the Senator from South Carolina as the proper one. 
But he had come to the conclusion that the line 
suggested by his friend on his left [Mr. Jerrerson 
Davis] would be the best in every view. Both 


for the purpose of a defensive, and, in case df 


necessity, an offensive war, it appeared to be most 
suitable. It would enable us to carry on this war 
more economically and with a prospect of 4 


speedier peace, and a prevention of too great an 


extension of Executive patronage. The occupa- 
tion of the Sierra Madre would enable us to hold 
the trade between Tampico, San Luis, and Vera 
Cruz. Our trade would go on between the north- 
ern and southern side of the line without danger 
of interruption. 

Before the Mexicans could give us any trouble, 
they would have to settle their differences between 


themselves. This line could be occupied by 4 
| force less by sixty or seventy thousand men than 
_ any other line which had been pointed out—a sav- 


ing of twenty or thirty millions annually. There 
would be far less waste of human life, not merely 
in our own forces, but among the Mexicans. He 
believed that we should also be able to make a sta- 
ble peace, which he did not think practicable at 
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this time with the existing Government. The 
Mexicans would wish to reclaim this territory by 
negotiation. : : , 

Mr. DAVIS explained, that the line which the 
Senator had indicated, was marked by greater ad- 
vantages than had been described. It was not a 
defensive line, but a military line, which could be 
held as the basis of military operations. 

Mr. HUNTER resumed, by reference to the 
remarks of the Senator from New York, {Mr. 
Dix,} concerning the danger of the interference of 
European Powers, if we withdraw our troops to 
this or any other line. He did not think that able 
Senator had, on this point, sustained his position, 
and he gave the reasons which induced him to dis- 
sent from the conclusions of that distinguished 
ventleman. He did not think the inducements to 
foreizn interference would be increased b 
withdrawal. He thought, too, that, as to the rel- 
ative power of the priesthood, the longer the war 
continues the less likely are we to reduce it. Make 
neace now, and we leave this power where we found 
it. If we continue the war, we promote the views 
of the friends of a monarchy; unless it is proposed 


THE C 


such | 


that we shall build up a republic there, and main- | 


tain it by the sword. 
agree. : ; 
would in any way tarnish our national reputation. 


To this he could never 


He denied that to withdraw to a line | 


Our object in retreating would be, because we | 
would not inflict unnecessary misery and affliction | 


onthe country. Our army has done enough for 
the glory of the country—enough for fame! May 


these also survive and long live in the affections || care and consolation of hia wife in his dying hour. 


Inquiry had been made from him as to whether his | 


of theircountry! Our army has done enough for 
military glory. There can be no danger in re- 
treating behind a given line. 

It had been thrown out that the people would be 
willing to take a more limited boundary, but he did 
not believe this was exactly so. 

He then went into a brief and brilliant view of 
the destiny which our countr 
sue, of the aspirations ich 


patriotic breast, (of which any synopsis whic 


could be given would utterly fail to give a correct | 


O 


pay that amount to the widow of Mr. Hornneck, 
‘deceased. Now, he must say he regretted that 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania had introduced 
a proposition of that sort, and, if he stood alone, 
he would vote against it; and if the question was 
to be taken, he hoped it would be taken by yeas 
and nays. He knew it required some moral 
courage to stand up in this Hall and oppose propo- 
sitions of this kind; but there were rights and there 
were wrongs, and he would have his arm cut off 
before he would put his hand into the public treas- 
ury and do that which the Constitution did not 
allow them to do. [t was bad enough, God knows, 
to bury individuals who die here at the public 
expense; but to make a donation to a widow of a 
member of Congress, was what he had hoped 
never to hear broached by a member of the Con- 
gress of the United States. He must be pardoned 
in saying that if he stood alone he should desire 
to have his vote recorded in the negative on this 
resolution. ; 
Mr. BRODHEAD replied, notwithstanding all 
| that had been said by the gentleman from Virginia, 
if this resolution should be adopted, there would 
be no more taken from the treasury of the United 
States than if his colleague, Mr. Hornseck, had 
| lived to the time of the election of his successor. 
| Mr. Hornseck, it must be recollected, had sus- 
| tained all the expenses of the campaign, and, hav- 
ing been elected, he came here and took his seat. 
His health, however, compelled him to return to 
his home and to his family, where he sought the 


| resolution was in the usual form. He answered 
that it was. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania had misundesstood his 
inquiry. He did not inquire whether the resolu- 


|, tion was in the usual form, but whether there were 


is destined to pur- | 
should fill a) 


idea.) In the cultivation of the aspirations of our | 


name and fame, it became us to decide whether 


we should pursue a peaceful path, or plunge deeper | 


into war. 
both as regards our character in the eyes of the 
world, and the perpetuity of our free institutions, 
pointed to a course of moderation: It was b 

pursuing such a course that we should most at 


iy and most effectually reach that high moral and | 


political destiny which Providence seems to have 
assigned to us. 

Mr. MILLER then obtained the floor, and, 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business. 
After some time, the doors were re-opened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 8, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday having been read and || 


approved— 

Mr. BRODHEAD rose and asked permission 
to offer a resolution having relation to the funeral 
expenses of his late colleague, Mr. Horneeck, 
which was in the usual form, and therefore would 
neither elicit debate nor objection. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House ascertain the usual 


amount of the expense of burial of a deceased member of | 


this House at the Congressional burying ground, near this 
city; and such amount, when ascertained, the Clerk shall 
report to the Committee on Accounts, who shall examine 
the same; and, if approved hy said committee, the Clerk 


shall thereupon pay the amount so reported to said commit- 


tee to Mrs. Hornbeck, widow of the late honorable Joun 
W. Horneeck, deceased, late a member of this House from 
the State of Pennsylvania; and that the Speaker pay to the 
said Mrs. Hornbeck the balance of the daily pay and mile- 
age due to her late husband on the day of his death, to wit, 
on the 16th day of January, 1848. 


__Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, desired to know 


if there were any precedents*for such a resolu- | 


tion. 


His conclusion was, that our interests, | 


any precedents for such a resolution; for really he 
had no recollection of any. As to the form of the 
| resolution he had no other concern than that which 
had relation to its becoming a precedent. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama inquired if there were an 
fl say that there 


| this resolution; in reply, he wou 
were, for the Clerk had framed this resolution pre- 
cisely according to previous resolutions on the Jour- 
nal. He would add that this resolution was entirely 
proper, and the amount of money which he pro- 


posed to appropriate by it ought to be paid. He 


was very willing that the yeas and nays should be 
taken upon it. 


Mr. ATKINSON desired to ask a question. | 
He desired to know to what time the pay of the | 


gentleman’s colleague was to be calculated? 


Mr. BRODHEAD replied that it was calculated | 


|| up to the time of his death, and no more. 


Mr. McCLERNAND, for the purpose of ex- | 


| amining into this matter, and ascertaining if there 


|| were any precedents, suggested that the resolution | 
|, should be referred to the Committee on Accounts. | 


|| If there were precedents, let the Committee on 
Accounts report that fact to the House, and let not 
|| the House establish new precedents without exam- 
|| ination. He moved the reference of the resolution 
|| to the Committee on Accounts. 

aa BRODHEAD. I hope it will not be refer- 
red. 
| ‘The motion to refer was decided in the affirma- 
|| tive—79 voting in the affirmative, and 63 in the 
| negative. 





|| sented certain resolutions of the General Assembly 


| of Kentucky on the subject of newspaper postage. 
|| Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
| Post Roads. 

|| Mr. ST. JOHN, by leave, presented certain res- 
|| olutions of the Legislature of the State of New 
|| York, on the subject of slavery in any territory 
\| hereafter to be acquired by this Government. 
|| Laid on the table. 


i REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 





|| Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 


Mr. BRODHEAD replied that the resolution || merce, reported a bill to establish the collection 
had been prepared by the Clerk of the House in || district of Wareham, in the State of Massachusetts; 
|, a bill for the relief of Elisha H. Willis; and a bill 
Mr. ATKINSON desired to make an inquiry. || to authorize the issue of a register to the barque 
If he understood the resolution, it directed the | Wilhamet; which bills were severally read and 
Clerk of this House to ascertain the usual and || committed. 


accordance with the precedents on the Journal. 


necessary expenses of the burial of members who |, 
die in this city, and, having ascertained them, to || the location of certain light- 
- 


rted a bill to change 


Mr. GRINNELL also — 
ouses and buoys. 


precedents for | 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE: _ 


| 
} 
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| The bill was read a first and second time. 
Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, moved that 
| the bill be now put on its passage, and made a few 
| remarks, strenuously urging the immediate pas- 
| sage of the bill. 
| After some further debate by Messrs. FICK- 
| LIN, GRINNELL, and SIMS— 

Mr. FICKLIN moved to commit the bill to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
| which motion was disagreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed, 
| and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 
| Mr. GRINNELL moved to reconsider the vote 
_ by which the bill to authorize the issue of a regis- 
| ter to the barque Wilhamet had been committed. 
| ‘The motion to reconsider being agreed to, the 
| bill was read a third time, passed, and sent to the 
| Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
| reported a bill for the improvement of certain har- 
| bors in the Territory of Wisconsin; and a bill 
| authorizing an additional number of inspectors in 
| the district of New Orleans; which bills were sev- 
| erally read and committed. 
| Mr. SIMPSON, from the same committee, re- 
| ported a bill to authorize the Secretary of the 

Treasury to license yachts, and for other purposes. 
| Read and cnthiniand. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Pub- 
| lic Lands, to which was referred the Senate bill to 
provide for the compensation of Samuel Leech for 
services in the investigation of suspended sales in 
the Mineral Point district, Wisconsin, reported 
the same with an amendment. Read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. C. also reported a bill in explanation of an 
act entitled ‘An act to appropriate the proceeds of 
the public lands and to grant preémption rights.” 
Read and committed. 

Mr. PUTNAM, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of Wm. W. 
Gitt. Laid on the table. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 











|| Office and Post Roads, made a report on the reso- 


lution of the House of the 17th instant relative to 
the terms upon which the Postmaster General can 
be released from the contract made by him during 
the past year for the transportation of the great 
southern mail from Baltimore down the bay. Laid 
on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to amend 
the act to provide for the transportation of the 
mail between the United States and foreign coun- 
tries, and for other purposes. Read and com- 
mitted. 





Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, by leave, pre- | 






Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of 
John P. Skinner and the legal representatives of 
Isanc Green. Read and committed. 

Mr. ASHMUN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to amend an act entitled ‘*An act in 
amendment of the acts respecting the judicial sys- 
tem of the United States.’’ 

Mr. A. said he had been directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to ask that the bill be now 
put upon its passage. 

The question was put on ordering the engross- 
ment and third reading of the bill, and it was 
agreed to. td: 

The bill was then omens read a third time, 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. ASHMUN also made an adverse report 
upon the petition of Hannah Avery. Laid on the 
table. 
|| Mr. FRENCH, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the House bill 
to amend an act entitled ‘‘An act extending the 
|| jurisdiction of the district courts to certain cases 
|| upon the lakes and navigable waters connectin 








| the same,”’ approved February 26, 1845, reporte 


| 
| 
| 


the same back to the House, with a recommenda- 
|| tion that it do not pass. 
table. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the House bill to divide 
the State of Georgia into two judicial districts, and 
organizing and establishing an additional district 
court of the United States with circuit court pow- 
ers and jurisdiction, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. L. moved that the bill now be put upon its 
passage. 

The question was put on ordering the engross- 
ment and third reading, and it was agreed to. 


The bill was laid on the 





und passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence. 

Mr. HALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of William McKenzie, late a seaman 
on board the United States ship Vincennes. Read 
and committed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, reported a bill to amend 
the charter of the Provident-Association of Clerks 
in thecity of Washington; which was read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee of Revolutionary Claims, reported a ill 
for the relief of the grandchildren of Major Gen- 
eral Baron de Kalb. Read and committed. 


On motion of Mr. KING, Mr. Roserrt L. Rose, 
a member of the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, who had been called home by illness in 
his family, was excused from further service on 
said committee, 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of the 
Jegal representatives of Lieutenant Francis Ware. | 


Read and committed. 


Also, an adverse report upon the petition of | 


Isanc Porter. Laid on the table. 

Mr. BRADY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of James 
B. Davenport. Read and committed. 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the same committee, re- 


ported a bill for the relief of Frederick Durrire, and | 


a bill for the relief of Elisha Thomasson. Read 
and committed. 

Mr. HARMANSON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of James B. Sexton; 
a bint to confirm Elizabeth Burriss, her heirs and 


assigns, in their title to a tract of land; and a bill | 


for the relief of the heirs and widow of Francis 
Gramillion; which bills were severally read and 
committed. 


Mr. WICK, from the same committee, reported | 





The bill was then engrossed, read a third time, | pension laws to enlisted men of the ordnance cor 


a bill for the relief of William Triplett; a bill for | 


he relief of Simen Rodriguéz; a bill for tl ief | ; ‘ 
. ae ill for the relief || revenues of the office, it would be found to be } 


of Marcus Fulton Johnson; and a bill supple- 
mentary to an act approved the 6th day of Tele. 
1842, entitled “An act confirming certain land 
claims in Louisiana;”’ which bills were severally 
read and committed. 

Also, an adverse report upon the petition of 
Jacob Reer. Laid on the table. 


of James Swan and Adino Goodenough. Laid 
on the table. 

Mr. TOMPKINS, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Henry 
Reeks. Laid on the table. 


SENATE BILLS. 

Senate bills of the following titles were taken 
up, read, and appropriately referred, viz: 

An act to allow further time for satisfying claims 
for bounty lands for military services in the late 
war with Great Britain, and for other purposes; 

An act making an appropriation for removing 
obstructions in the ance river; 

An act for the relief of Peter Capella, adminis- 
trator of Andrew Capella, deceased, and for the 
relief of John Capo, and for the relief of Elijah 
Petty and enesh Petty, his wife, heirs of John 
Beardon, deceased; 

An act for the relief of Charles L. Dell; 

An act for the relief of Richard S. Coxe; 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel Hoggatt; 


1) 
|| passing bills without reference. 





HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








| of the United States army; ‘ 
An act to provide additional examiners in the 
Patent Office, and for other urposes. 


Mr. FARRELLY stated that it was very import- | 


ant that this bill should pass immediately. The 


business of the office was very much in arrear. | 


One of the examiners was now engaged upon a 


case which was presented in May last; the other | 


on a case brought forward in June, some six or 
seven months ago. There were now over seven 
hundred applications pending for this year, being 


an increase of about five hundred over last year; | 


and it was exceedingly important, both in justice 
to inventors and with reference to the public in- 
terests, that there should be such a force employed 
as that applications for patents might be passed 
upon without unreasonable delay. 

Mr. HENLEY urged immediate action upon 
the bill as indispensably necessary to give a speedy 
examination to applications for patents. here 
was now a deficiency in the number of examiners, 
and the work was six months’ behind, thus obli- 
ging meritorious inventors, who went there with 
mone 
|, their inventions to be passed upon. 


paid in the Patent Office. 
of salary was necessary, and involved no expendi- 
ture of money from the treasury, as it came from 
the Patent Office fund. Gentlemen would be no 
better informed of the subject three months hence; 
and he hoped the bill would now be passed, as was 
| required by the policy of the Government in the 
| encouragement of the useful arts. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, insisted on the 
propriety of the reference to a committee, to give 
| opportunity for a full examination of its general 
merits, and especially of its details. He ques- 
| tioned the fact whether a patent fund was really 
on hand. There might be nominally; but had the 
| large annual appropriations by Congress for print- 
ing the Patent Office report, and other expenses | 
connected with the office, been deducted from the | 


} 


largely in debt. But if there was actually such a | 
fund, it constituted no reason for paying unreason- || 
able salaries. He was willing to pay fair ones. | 
He deprecated the practice that wall grown up of || 


He concluded by |) 


'| modifying his motion so as to refer to the Com- || 


| answer to a resolution of the House of January 


_ An act amending the act entitled “An act grant- || 
ing half-pay to widows or orphans, where their | 


husbands and fathers have died of wounds received 
in the military service of the United States, in 
cases of deceased officers and soldiers of the mili- 
tia and volunteers,’’ passed July 4, 1836; 

An act in addition to “An act for the relief of 
Walter Loomis and Abel Gay,” approved July 2, 
1836; 

An act for the relief of Edward Bolon; 

An act confirming former sales by the State of 
Iilinois of the Ohio saline reservations, and autho- 
rizing the sale of the residue of such reservations; 

An act to enable and authorize the accounting 
officers of the treasury to audit and settle the 
accounts of certain acting officers therein men- 
tioned; 

An act to extend the provisions of the existing 


|| loan not to exceed the sum of eighteen million five 
| hundred thousand dollars. 


} 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, from the same || mittee on Patents. | 


committee, made adverse reports upon the petitions || 


brought to a close, he should move the previous 
question. 

Mr. HENLEY said he was willing to acquiesce 
in the reference. 
After a few words from Mr. BOWLIN, the bill 
was referred accordingly. \| 


ROUGH RIGE AND PADDY. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- | 
sage from the President of the United States, in 


Mr. VINTON said, unless this debate could be } 
| 


3lst, (ultimo,) communicating a report from the || 
Secretary of State, and the **documents and cor- | 
respondience, not already published, relating to the 
final adjustment of the difficulties between Great | 
Britain and the United States concerning rough rice 


and paddy.’”’ 


THE LOAN BILL—THE FINANCES. 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House re- 
solved itself into Commitiee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Borts, of Virginia, in the 
chair. 

Mr. VINTON moved that the committee pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill to authorize a 


This motion was agreed to; and the bill having | 
been read— \\ 
Mr. VINTON moved to strike out the words | 


', $18,500,000 and substitute therefor the sum of | 


$16,000,000. 

Mr. VINTON said: At the commencement of | 
the last session of Congress, when it was the duty | 
of the Executive to recommend, and of Congress |, 
to provide, for the wants of the present fiscal year, 


the President of the United States, in his annual | 
message, and the Secretary of the Treasury, in | 
his annual report, both stated, that if the war with | 
Mexico should be continued till the first of July, | 
A. D. 1848, a loan of twenty-three millions of dol- i 





ps | lars was all that would be wanted to carry the 


in hand, to wait an unreasonable time for | 
Competent | 
examiners must be men of science, and command- | 
ed larger salaries in other places than they were | 
The proposed increase | 








Government forward to that date, and leave a sur- 
plus of four millions in the treasury. Both these 
functionaries recommended the loan. It was grant. 
ed by Congress, and the money obtained. a 
notwithstanding this provision for the Govern, 
ment, the Secretary of the Treasury, in his annual 
report to Congress on the state of the finances, 
made at the commencement of the present sessioy 
had informed us that a further loan of eighteen 
and a half millions of dollars would be required to 
/ meet the expenses of the Government for tie 
same year. The bill now before us was reported 
for that sum, in pursuance to this statement of the 
Secretary and the recommendation of the Presi. 
dent in his annual message. Shortly after the 
bill was reported, perhaps on the same day, a let. 
ter was addressed to the Speaker of the House by 
the acting Secretary of the Treasury, giving in- 
| formation to the House of the fortunate discovery 
of an error in the financial statement presented at 
the commencement of the session, which disclosed 
the gratifying fact that there were in the treasury, 
subject to its command, near seven millions of dol- 
lars more than had been stated in the prior report; 
in consequence of which, the House was informed 
that the loan could be reduced from eighteen anda 
half to twelve millions of dollars. 

A few days since, however, enther letter was 
| transmitted to the House by the sam: officer, con- 
| veying the unpleasant intelligence that when the 
| last letter was addressed to the House it was not 
| known at the Treasury Department that the Sec- 
|| retary of War had called upon the Committee of 
Ways and Means for an appropriation of near four 
| 
| 


millions of dollars, to supply certain deficiencies in 
that branch of the public service for the current 
fiscal year, which would render a loan of sixteen 
millions necessary to meet the wants of the Gov- 
ernment. Presuming the errors to be all correct- 
| ed, and the omissions supplied which the Treasury 
|| desires to provide for, he had now submitted the 
| motion to reduce the loan to sixteen millions in 


|| ment. 
tion their accuracy, when it was recollected that 


| res 
| and undoubting opinion that a loan of twenty- 


accordance to the Executive recommendation. He 
had made this motion, because the Secretary of the 
Treasury does not ask for more, and not froma 
belief of his own that this sum will suffice to carry 
the Government to the Ist of July, when a new 
fiscal year commences. On the contrary, he feared, 
and indeed he might say it was his opinion, that 
instead of sixteen, from twenty to twenty-five mil- 
lions would be wanted to carry us safely on to the 
end of this year. And if the war shall continue 
through the next fiscal year, for which the esti- 
mates now lie before us, a further loan will be 
necessary of not less than from thirty-five to thirty- 


| eight millions, even if Congress should refuse to 


add to the army any part of the thirty thousand 


_ regulars and volunteers recommended bythe Pres- 


ident. He was aware there was a very wide dif- 


| ference between this sum and twenty and a half 
| millions, which the Secretary and the President of 


the United States have told us is all that will be 
needed for the next year—great and oppressive 
upon the country as even that enormous sum must 
be admitted to be. He knew this opinion might 


| appear to be very bold and visionary in him, when 
|| put forth in opposition to that of the highest offi- 


cers of the nation, and to proceed from some party 
bias which had warped and blinded his better judg- 
But he felt that he had some right to ques- 


last year both of those functionaries, at the cor- 
nding period of the year, expressed a strong 


three millions would provide for all the wants of 
the Government for the now present year, and 
leave a surplus of four millions in the treasury on 
the Ist of July next; and that they now inform us 
that an additional loan of sixteen millions is re- 
quired to carry us to the Ist of July, and leave a 
surplus of only three millions in the treasury at 
that time instead of four. From which fact it fol- 
lows, that at the last session, when it was our duty 
to provide for the wants of the present year, In- 
stead of oe for them now, the Executive, 
looking to a surplus of four millions at the end of 
the year, should then have recommended a loan of 


_ forty millions instead of twenty-three. If at the 


last session any member of the Opposition had 
ventured the opinion that forty millions were 
wanted, he tee + hardly have escaped the — 
tation of a desire to impair the public credit, and in 
that way “ give aid and — to Mexico. 
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It cannot be denied that this great mistake of the 
Executive imposes on Congress the imperious 
duty, which, as faithful agents of the people, we 
have noright to pretermit if we would, when we 
are now called upon again to open wide the purse- 
strings of the nation, to scrutinize severely, yet 
candidly and fairly, the recommendations upon 
which we are now acting, to see if there be any 
reasonable ground for apprehension of a like un- 
fortunate error, From this statement of facts two 
or three questions must force themselves on the 
mind of every gentleman, and every one must de- 
girea solution of them. How did the former mis- 
calculation happen? Is the additional loan now 
asked forthe present year enough? Is there any 
mistake in the estimates for next year? He would || 
confine himself in what he had now to say to a dis- | 
cussion of these questions, which he feared would 
more than consume his hour, and reserve to him- 
self, as he necessarily must do, an answer to such 
objections as might be made against the principles 
ofthe bill. By looking into the Executive esti- 
mates of the revenues of the last and present year, | 
and into the estimate of the expenditures, it will 
be apparent that the receipts were largely over-esti- 
mated, and the expenses still more largely under- 
estimated. And here we find the true cause of the 
sad necessity which is now imposed upon us of 
raising a loan of sixteen millions of dollars to bal- 
ance this unfortunate mistake; for most unfortunate 
it is both for the Government and the people. We || 
all know that if forty millions instead of twenty- | 
three had then been asked for and put in the market, 
it would have found a ready purchaser; that it 
would have been purchased is proved by the fact that 
bids for more than fifty millions were made for the 
loan when these twenty-three were put up for sale. | 
At that time of unprecedented commercial pros- 

rity,a loan to the amount of forty millions could 
a been taken up without any serious injury to | 
the business and currency of the country; while | 
now, by reason of its own mistakes, for which it 
alone is in fault and alone responsible, the Gov- 
ernment must go into the market for these sixteen 
millions, when trade is depressed, when money is 
scarce, when great commercial distress prevails, and 
still greater is anticipated. 

Perhaps it would not be going too far to say, | 
that, putting wholly out of view the distress and | 
derangement which the Government must produce 
by going now into the money market as a bor- | 
rower, for every dollar it borrows it will cause the 
loss of more than another dollar to the business of 
the country. And here he would add, that the 
Government committed, if possible, a still greater 

* blunder in the manner in which the loan was issu- | 
ed. Having got what the Secretary calls a divorce | 
from the banks—which the Government had long 
been suing for, and which took effect on the first | 
of the last year, just at the moment when the law 
went into Operation requiring all payments to the 
Government to be made in specie, and which en- 
joined it on the Government to pay its debts in | 
coin also—he seems to have been in great haste to 
setup the business of banking in a description of 
pad credit which the records of the war of the | 

evolution and of the late war with Great Britain | 
abundantly prove to be far more worthless than | 
bank paper, if pushed to any great extent beyond || 





' 





What the accruing revenues would absorb. Instead 
of funding the loan and issuing certificates of stock 
for it, which could not have been returned upon the | 
treasury in payment of Government dues, he com- 
mitted the great oversight of issuing, in exchange 
for the specie he borrowed, Government promis- || 
sory notes, commonly called treasury notes, which | 
are receivable in payment of all debts due to the || 
Government. Now, as these notes are nothing | 
more nor less than an anticipation of realizing, in | 
advance, the revenues of the Government, it is per- 
fectly apparent they should never be put out except || 
in case of overruling necessity; and it cannot be | 
pretended that any such necessity existed then, || 
when more than fifty millions were seeking invest- | 
ment, and when specie was more abundant than it | 
ever had been before in any period of our history. || 
In place of that abundance, a great demand for | 
Specie now exists, which has caused these notes i 
to fall below par; and now, being worth less than 
Specie, they are flowing back into the treasury, in | 
payment oF all Government demands; and thus the | 
ine vernment is, or shortly a to meet || 
engagementsin ie, in whi e sub-weasury 
act directs the pabtie creditors to be paid. The i} 





_ would not charge either of those officers with hav- 


|| scale, oftentimes under pressing emergencies, that 


| with the idea that their principal is rich and very 


| and underrates the cost, we ma 
| have a sad time in footing the bills. Last year, the 
| annual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on 





amount of these notes now oustanding is equal to 
all the revenues of the Government for half a year 
to come. It should have been perfectly obvious to 
the Secretary, when these notes were issued, that, 
as soon as specie became scarce, they would all be 
back upon his hands in payment of customs, lands, 
and other public dues; thus, for the time being, 
beggaring the treasury and rendering the formal 
machinery of the sub-treasury nought but a depos- | 
itory of Government promissory notes instead of | 
specie, for which it was provided with elaborate 
care. | 

But, passing by this topic, he would proceed to | 
assign his reasons more in detail for saying that | 
the income of the Government had been over-esti- | 
mated and its expenditures under-estimated. The | 


_ latter greatly exceeded in amount the former. For 
|| the over-estimates, the Secretary of the Treasury 


is responsible; and for the still more serious under- 
estimates, the Secretary of War is accountable. He 


estimates are 30 wide of the mark as to raise sus- | 
picions of their good faith. 


In view of the magni- | 
tude of the war expenditures, .he could readily 
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from it, he regretted to say that the Secretary has 
estimated the revenues of this year at more than 
eight and a half millions above the receipts of the 
last, the estimates of the receipts for this year being 
$34,900,000, while the sum total ofall the revenues 
of last year was $26,346,790 37. There is every 


' reason to believe he is again five millions above 


the mark. For example, he estimates the customs 
for the three last quarters of this year at a fraction 


| under twenty millions, ($19,893,742 59.) The re- 


imagine that both of these officers would feel a || 


strong desire to put as good a face as possible 
on the state .of their affairs. 


penses, over-estimate his receipts by a pretty large 


per centage, without being aware of it, and might | 
| at the same time firmly believe in realizing the full 


amount. The same remark is applicable to the 
Secretary of War in the desire he must feel to cur- 
tail the war expenses as much as possible. But 
this furnishes a good reason why their estimates 
should be severely and doubtingly scrutinized in 
this House. Great allowances ought also to be 
made for the uncertainty that must always, from 
many causes, hang over future receipts and future 


war expenditures; but with all this uncertainty, || 


the heads of the departments ought to be able to 
make a reasonable approach to the truth. If they 
would keep themselves free from difficulty, it would 
be wise always to make large deductions from their 
calculations. In private life, if an individual in 
carrying on his business habitually over-estimates 
his means and underrates his expenses, it requires 
no prophet to foretell that he is doomed to be a 
bankrupt, and that, too, before he is aware of it. 


What men desire || 
| they can easily persuade themselves to believe. 








turns for the first of those three quarters are now 
received, showing the duties for that quarter to 
amount only to a fraction over five and a quarter 
millions ($5,337,874 84.) The actual receipts from 
the customs last year were $23,747,864 66. He 
estimates the customs this year at $31,000,000— 
being an excess over the actual receipts of last 
year of seyen and a quarter millions. 

So much for the customs; now let us turn to the 
public lands. The last three years have been 


| 

' | years of great prosperity in the West and South- 
ing purposely prepared and presented to Congress |. 

|, erroneous estimates; but he must say that the war | 
| 

} 


west, where the public lands are situated. For 
those three years the annual average income from 
the sales of the lands has been below two and a 
half millions, ($2,419,942 66.) In his annual re- 
port a year ago, the Secretary estimated the receipts 
of the public lands for the then current year at 
$3,400,000. His report of this year shows that they 
actually yielded ous $2,498,355 20, being an over- 


estimate of near a million of dollars; and yet, in 
The Secretary of the Treasury therefore might, in | 
his desire to provide means to meet the public ex- | 


the face of these facts, he puts down his estimate 
of the public lands for this year at $3,500,000. 
But let it be admitted that the income from the 
public lands will equal his calculations. The 
question then arises, can he use the moneys de- 
rived from this source to pay the current expenses 
of the Government? He undoubtedly can use the 
proceeds of the sales of the first two quarters of 
this year in that way; but he has no right so to 
apply the proceeds of the sales made after the first 
of January last. In his estimates of this year and 
the next fiscal year, he has treated the moneys to 
be derived from this source as though they belonged 
to the general revenue, and were to be used for 
the current expenses of the Government. This, 
as he conceived, was in direct violation of the act 
of the last session to raise a loan of twenty-three 
millions of dollars, which specifically pledged the 
proceeds of the public lands to pay, first, the inter- 
est on the loan, and the residue to be applied to 
the purchase of the stock when the same can be 
bought at a price not above par. That gentlemen 
might see on what footing this branch of the pub- 


This is equally true of the great undertakings of || lic revenue is placed ee act, he would read 
governments. When a great work is undertaken, || the provision on that subject, which is in the fol- 
the execution of which requires multiplied and || lowing words: 


| 
| 


complicated operations to be conducted on a large 


overrule all calculations of economy, where losses 
are met with from all the elements, and from the 
hand of violence; and all is to be done by a thou- 
sand agents, who are making contracts and dis- 
bursing money, scattered over a large space ata 
great distance from their principal; and most espe- 
cially if these agents, one and all, are impressed 


able to pay, and not a few of them are of faithless 
morality, and believe that he is a great goose, 
whose feathers rightfully belong to him who can 
pluck them; and if, to cap the climax, he himself 
puts the highest possible estimates on his means, 
be sure he will 


the state of the finances, which is always peo 
to Congress when the year is nearly half expired, 
over-estimated the revenue of the then current year 
near five millions, and under-estimated the expendi- 
tures of the year more than four millions; making, 
together, at the end of the year, a balanee against 
the treasury greater than his estimate, by more 
than nine millions ; which, of course, occasions, in 
part, the necessity for the loan now asked for. The 
Secretary now tells us that a loan of sixteen mil- 
lions will carry him through the year. If the 
Secretary’s over-estimates and under-estimates of 
the receipts and expenditures of this year are as 
wide of t 
to have been at the corresponding 
year—say nine millions—that sum, added to the six- 
teen, will make twenty-five millions as the amount 
of loan that he ought to have asked for. But gentle- 
men will perhaps say that this has put him on his 
guard; that he has profited by experience. So far 


‘That for the payment of the stock which may be created 
under the provisions of this act, the sales of the public lands 
are hereby pledged, and it is made the duty of the Secretary 
of the treasury to use and apply ail moneys which may be 
received into the treasury for the sales of the public lands 
after the Ist day of January 1848, first to pay the interest 
on aif stocks issued by virtue of this act; and, secondly, to 
use the balance of said receipts, after paying the interest 
aforesaid, in the purchase of said stocks at their market 
value: Provided, no more than par shal) be paid for said 
stocks.’? 


Now, this act makes the proceeds of the public 








lands a sinking fund for the liquidation of the loan 
of twenty-three millions, and expressly enjoins it 
on the Secretary so to apply them. He believed 
those in this House holding quite opposite opinions 
on most questions of finance united in giving this 
pledge for very different reasons. He was a 
member of the committee that reported the bill, 
and very well recollected what his own reasons 
were. He thought that whatever other loans the 
Mexican war might render necessary, and how- 
ever they might sink inthe market, with this fund 
to back it, this stock could never sink to a low ebb. 
Those who have adventured their money in this 
stock have a right to demand a faithful execution 
of this pledge. That stock is now below par, and 
it is the bounden duty of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to sustain its credit by a faithful appli- 
| the oe which may be received into 
the treasury from the sales of lands. He had his 
| reasons for agreeing to that pledge, in which the 
| owners of the stock are but remotely if at all inter- 





mark as I have shown those of the last || ested. He was very glad to take ‘this branch «f 
riod of that 


| the public revenue out of the general treasury, 
| and thereby throw the support of the Government 
| upon the customs alone, as one of the surest 
| means of ‘compelling the Government, under the 
| ressure of its necessities, to abandon at an earlier 

ay than it otherwise would its mischievous free- 
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trade policy, and come back again to the protec- 
tion of the home labor of the country, as the 7 
sure fountain of public prosperity and of abund- 
ant supply of revenue. He had another reason 
which weighed strongly with him for giving the 
lands in pledge. For near a quarter of a century 
unceasing efforts had been made in both branches 
of Congress to break down the public land system 
and squander the lands, by reducing the price so 
low that they would no longer be regarded as 
worthy the care of Congress and the expense of 
managing them. He thought this pledge, with 
all those who held that public pledges should be 
maintained inviolate, would be a Lar to any future 
legislation that should impair its value. And yet, 
in the face of all this, both the President of the 
Jnited States, in his annual message to Congress, 
and the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, in his annual 
report, utterly regardless of this pledge and of the 
express duty enjoined upon the Secretary, come 
back to the attack upon this land fund with 
renewed vigor, and exhaust all their energy with 
no little sophis ry of argument to induce Congress 
to reduce the price of the lands. And for what, do 
you think?) Not asthe means of paying off the 
debt for which they are mortgaged, but as the 
means by aid of which they expect to raise the 
loan now asked for. And that there may be no 
pretext on this subject for a repetition of the argu- 
ment, which only a few days since was urged on 
this floor, that a powerless minority in the last 
Congress had acquiesced in Executive usurpations 
because it made no movement to arrest them, he 
would now give notice, that at the end of this 
quarter he would move a resolution to inquire if 
the injunctions of that law had been obeyed. 
Others of different opinions from his own were 
in favor of giving this pledge, since it would put 
anend to the policy of distributing the proceeds 
of the lands among the States. Now, itis nota 
little remarkable that the Secretary assumes that 
this pledge has interposed an insuperable bar 
against distribution, while at the same time he 
utterly disregards it in all other respects. Had it 
not been for this notice of it by the Secretary, he 
should have presumed that both he and the Presi- 
dent had inadvertently recommended a policy sub- 
versive of the express injunctions of the law. No 
matter if all the results could be realized which the 
President and Secretary seem to imagine would 
follow from a reduction of the price of the public 
lands, still not a dollar of it could be lawfully used 
in aid of the loan now under consideration, nor in 
aid of the other expenses of the Government, any 
further than so much of the moneys from the sales 
of lands as will pay the accruing interest on the 
twenty-three million loan would to that extent 
diminish the current expenses of the Government. 
The interest on the part of that loan now drawing 


interest, and on the whole of it for next year, will | 
amount to two and a half millions for this year | 


and the next. In addition to that, eighteen hundred 
thousand dollars have been received prior to the 
first of January, which is not under pledge; ma- 
king together four millions three hundred thou- 


sand dollars as the whole amount that can be used | 


this year and next from the sales of the lands in 
aid of the general charges on the treasury, let the 
sales amount to what they may; while the esti- 
mated receipts for the two years are six and a half 
millions; making, therefore, an over-estimate, in 
any event, of more than two millions from this 
branch of the public revenue. But if he had time 
to do it, he thought he could demonstrate to the sat- 
isfaction of the House that it was hardly possible 
to prevent the Mexican bounty land warrants from 
absorbing for several years to come nearly all the 
wroceeds of the sales, as little else will be paid for 
die while they are outstanding, and remain at 
their present reduced price, being in the market 
worth but litte more than half the Government 
price of the quantity of land which they will buy. 
f this unfortunate result should be realized, then 
nearly the whole amount of the Secretary’s esti- 
mate for the lands would have to be deducted 
from the means of the treasury, and the interest 
of even the twenty-three million loan provided for 
otherwise. And here he would dismiss the sub- 
ject of the estimates of the Secretary of the Treasu- 
ry, and bestow some attention on those of the 
ny, of War, which are much wider of the 
mark, 


He had already shown, that in the estimates 


presented last year for the expenses of the then | 
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current year, between the over-estimates and under- 
estimates of the two Secretaries, the treasury was 
worse off at the end of the year than they had cal- 


culated by more than nine millions of dollars; and 


that, in his estimates for the now current year, the 


| Secretary of the Treasury had evidently fallen 


again into the same error; and that, in forming an 
opinion as to the extent of the wants of the Gov- 
ernment for this year over the loan now asked for, 
we must add to it the amount of the Secretary’s 
over-estimate of receipts for the year, amounting 


in all probability to at least five or more millions | 


of dollars, which would bring the loan wanted 
from sixteen up to twenty-one millions. To this 
must be added whatever may be the under-esti- 
mates of the Secretary of War. At the last ses- 
sion of Congress, when the regular estimates were 
presented for the present fiscal year, which com- 
menced on the Ist of July, 1847, the whole ex- 
penditures for the year, tn all branches of the 
public service, were estimated at $45,781,784 51. 
We have gone through one month over half of the 
year, and the estimates already sent in for the year 
amount to $62,783,660 07, composed of the fol- 
lowing items: Estimated expenditures for the 
current year, as sgt down in the report of the Sec- 
retary of the ‘Treasury for the current year, the 
sum of $58,615,660 07; between the 9th of Decem- 
ber, the date of that report, and the date of the 
acting Secretary’s letter to Congress of the 19th of 
January, in which he informed the House that the 
loan could be reduced to twelve millions, the Sec- 


retary of War had sent in to the Committee of | 


Ways and Means further estimates to the amount 
of $3,808,000, and on the 3d instant the Secretary 
of War sent in to the Committee of Ways and 
Means a further estimate for a deficiency in the 
Quartermaster’s Department of $360,000; making 
altogether the before-mentioned sum of $62,783,- 
660 07, as the estimated expenditures of the year 
which began on the Ist of July last, instead of the 
sum of $45,781,784 51, as originally estimated at 
the beginning of the last session of Congress. Of 
this last sum, the Secretary of War estimated for 
the army proper, volunteers, and ordnance depart- 


| ment, the sum of $23,978,929 25; while the esti- 


mated deficiencies sent in at the present session by 
the Secretary of War, for the army proper, volun- 


| teers, and ordnance, amount to the additional sum 


of $14,033,439 74 If we bear in mind that the 
mere excess over the estimates for this branch of 
the public service for a single year is equal to the 
whole annual expense (except the payments made 
on account of the public debt) of the entire Gov- 
ernment under the administration of the younger 
Adams, we may well be startled at this disclo- 
sure of what is now going on. But it is said, by 
way of excuse for this, that a larger force has been 
called into the service than was anticipated when 
the estimates were originally made for the year. 
Undoubtedly a larger force has been called out 
than was provided for in those estimates; but is 
that an excuse for the omission? The true ques- 
tion is, ought not these troops to have been esti- 
mated for; and, if so, why was it omitted? Has 
the Administration since undertaken any great 
military expedition or movement not then begun 
or decided upon? Were not our troops then in 
New Mexico and California? Was not General 
Taylor as far advanced into Mexico as at this day? 
Was not the invasion of Mexico through Vera 
Cruz then decided upon? and had not the Com- 
mander-in-chief then gone from this city to organ- 
ize and take command of the expedition? Had 
not both the Commander-in-chief and General 
Taylor, when called upon officially, given it as 
their opinion that to accomplish all that was de- 
cided upon would require a larger force than has 
even yet been called into the service ? 
But, waiving these inquiries, have the whole 
amount of the deficiencies for this year been even 
et presented to Congress? He was afraid not. 
t appears that the Quartermaster General, on the 
4th of November, estimated the deficiency in his 
branch of the service as follows: For arrearages in 
the Quartermaster’s Department proper, seven mil- 
lions five hundred thousand dollars; and for cloth- 
ing, camp and garrison equipage, nine hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars—making in all an estimated 
average of eight millions four hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars. In submitting this estimate to 
the Secretary of War, and along with it his esti- 
mate for the next fiscal year, amounting for that 


year to $19,291,200, the Quartermaster General 
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remarks that ‘*‘ these estimates are based 
‘supposition that there will be from fifty to fifty 

‘ five thousand men in the pay of the Government 
‘to be provided for, to keep thirty-five thousand 
‘ effective men in the field; and that force is far too 
‘small for any valuable purpose. The force eg;). 
* mated for will every man of them be required,” 
The Secretary of War, notwithstanding, returned 
these estimates to the Quartermaster General fo, 
revision and reduction. And on the 15th of No. 
vember, the Quartermaster General again handed 
in these estimates, having cut down the estimate 
for arrearages in the Quartermaster’s Department 
proper from seven millions five hundred thousand 
dollars to five millions, and the estimate of arrear. 
age for clothing, camp and garrison equipage, from 
nine hundred and sixty thousand to six hundred 
thousand dollars—making a reduction in the last 
item of three hundred and sixty thousand dollars, 
and in the former of two millions five hundred thou- 
sand dollars, being in both a reduction of two mii. 
lions eight hundred and sixty thousand dollars be- 
low his first estimate. At the same time, he reduced 
the estimate for the Quartermaster’s Department 
for the next fiscal year from nineteen millions two 
hundred and ninety-one thousand two hundred dol- 
lars, as first estimated, to fourteen millions two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars—being a reduc- 
tion on next year’s original estimate of five mil- 


upon the 


|| lions forty-one thousand two hundred dollars; and 


a reduction in the original estimate for the arrear- 
ages of this and for the service of next year of 
seven millions nine hundred and one thousand 
two hundred dollars. In submitting these reduc. 
tions, the Quartermaster General writes to the 
Secretary of War that his first estimates ‘* were 
* made out from data derived from the experience 
‘of the last year;’’ and he also says, ‘* Whether 
‘those reductions be judicious time must deter- 
‘mine. I would not have ventured to make them 
‘but for the fact that two sessions of Congress 
‘will have terminated before the expiration of 
‘the fiscal year for which the estimates now sub- 
‘mitted have been made.’’ Now this looks di- 
rectly to large deficiencies again next year, which 
will go to swell the loan that will then be re- 
quired. By direction of the Committee of Ways 
and Means he (Mr. V.) addressed a letter to the 
Secretary of War to know why the original esti- 
mates were cut down, and to ask him for a copy 
of those estimates with the Quartermaster Gener- 
al’s Jetter to him accompanying them. On the 
24th of January, the Secretary of War furnished 
the committee with a copy of the original estimates, 
and a copy of the Quartermaster General’s letter. 
The Secretary also transmitted to the committee a ' 
report to him from the Quartermaster General of 
the 18th of January last, to whom the Secretary 
had referred the committee’s letter of inquiry. In 
that report, the Quartermaster General says to the 
Secretary ‘‘that the estimate for the service of the 





‘ year was reduced in consequence of the informa- 
‘tion which you communicated to me as to the pol- 
‘icy intended to be adhered to by the Executive, 
‘and from having ascertained, between the 4th and 
* 25th of November, that the expenses of supporting 
‘ the troops in the interior of Mexico were not so 
‘creat as I had estimated them.” He concludes 
this report in a manner so guarded as to show that 
he had no confidence in being able to carry out 
| these reductions. He says, in conclusion, “should 


| * there be no heavy losses of property, and no ex- 


‘ traordinary operations undertaken during the year, 
‘and the troops be not increased, | think the sums 
‘asked for will be sufficient; but the most rigid 





| ‘economy will be required to make them do.” It 
is very improbable that none of these contingen- 
cies will occur in the course of the next eighteen 


| months, if_the war continue; and it is almost cer- 


tain that all of them will happen. We may there- 
| fore put it down as settled that these reductions 
| will all be called for. And in proof of it, on the 
| 3d of the present month, only ten days after his 
| letter to the Committee of Ways and Means, the 

Secretary of War writes to the committee that & 
| contingency had happened which made it neces- 
| sary to have an additional $360,000 for the Cloth- 
| ing Department, which brings back the arrearage 
| for clothing from the reduced sum of six hund 
‘ thousand dol- 

eral had or 


| thousand to nine hundred and sixt 
| lars, at which the Quartermaster 
| ginally estimated it. 3 
| If we would make safe provision for the present 
| fiscal year, we shall restore the two millions eight 
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pundred and sixty thousand dollars which were 
taken away from the Quartermaster General’s 
original estimate. If this be done, and we assume 
there will be no other expenditures during the 
year beyond what is already estimated for, and no 
addition made to the army, then the wants of the 
Government for this year beyond its means will 
j thus: To the loan of sixteen millions now 
asked for by the Secretary of the Treasury add five 
millions for over-estimate of the revenue of the 
year, and add also two millions eight hundred and 
sixty thousand dollars for the under-estimate of 
the expenditures In the War Department, and 
there must be raised by loan to.carry the Govern- 
ment to the Ist of July next twenty-two millions 
eizht hundred and sixty thousand dollars, And | 
the loan of the last session, which was intended to 
provide for the whole of the present year, instead of 
twenty-three millions, which the Secretary, as al- 
ready stated, informed Congress was all that would 
be wanted, should have been for forty-five millions 
eight hundred and sixty thousand dollars, If the 
sixteen millions now proposed to be raised will 
meet the wants of the Government, then the pub- | 
ic debt at the end ef the present fiscal year (June | 
goth) will be sixty-six millions of dollars. If you 
add to this seven millions eight hundred and sixty 
thousand dollars for the over-estimates of receipts 
and under-estimate of expenditures, as already ex- | 
plained, the debt at that date will be seventy-three | 
millions eight hundred thousand dollars. 

Let us now see what addition will be made to 
this amount at the end of the next fiscal year, | 
which ought properly to be provided for at the | 
present session of Congress. The appropriations | 
for next year, which begins on the Ist of July 
next, must be made at this session, and, when the | 
appropriations are made, the means to pay them | 
ought to be provided at the same time, instead of | 
rising loans on an emergency, as we are now | 
obliged to do, by reason of the short estimate of | 
the Secretary of the Treasury, when the twenty- 
three million loan bill was passed at the last ses- | 
sion. He should have ample time to negotiate his 
loan before the money is wanted. It is, therefore, || 
the clear duty of the Executive to ask that provi- | 
sion may be made at this session for all the wants | 
of the Government for the next year, and not | 
come, as at present, a year behind the proper | 
time. 
What, he (Mr. V.) would ask, will be the re- 
ceipts and expenditures of the next fiscal year? | 
And what will be the deficiency that must be pro- | 
vided for byloan? The Secretary of the Treasury | 
estimates it at twenty millions five hundred thou- 
sand. He (Mr. V.) was afraid that in this the 
Secretary was again as much below the mark as 
we now know he was a year ago. He estimates 
the receipts for next_year at thirty-five millions— 
thirty-two from customs and three from the public 
lands. Now, he had already shown, that to the 
extent of the interest on the twenty million loan 
of last year, and no further, can he use the pro- 
ceeds of the public lands to pay the expenses of 
the year; and there is great cause to fear that 
the soldiers’ bounty Jand warrants will so dry up 
the sales as not to bring money enough from that 
source to pay even the interest on that loan. 

* Then there is nothing left to fall back upon but 
the customs. So many causes—many of them 
oftentimes accidental or occult—which are brought | 
suddenly into action, so greatly influence the com- } 
merce of the country, that no certain estimates can |, 

| 


giant 


be made—they must of necessity be approxima- | 
tions only to the truth. Judging, however, from || 
certain great and general causes now at work, the | 
revenue from the customs for the year which be- || 
gins on the Ist of July next cannot be safely esti- |, 
mated at more than twenty-six or twenty-seven 
millions—say twenty-seven—and put the land at 
&million and a half, making twenty-eight and a 
half for the year. This is the measure of the 
means of the Government. He therefore deducted 
six and a half millions from the Secretary’s esti- 
mate. What, on the other hand, will be the ex- 
penditures? There is now a much larger force in 
the public service than was employed at the begin- 
hing of the present year; and the fact that the 
xecutive is pressing Congress for a large addition 
to it shows that, even if no more troops are grant- 
ed by Congress, all now there will continue to be |) 
employed, and that therefore there is not the re- 
Motest probability that the expenses of the next | 








year will fall below those of this, assuming them |) 


TH 


—— 


/a half millions. 


| aske 
| largely increase the public expenditures. 
| be estimated for, and appropriations made here- 
_ after for its support. 
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to be no more. He had before shown that the es- treasury during the present year, will, except as to 


timates for this year already sent in, amount to 
sixty-two millions seven hundred and eighty-three 
thousand six hundred and sixty dollars; that prob- 
ably two and a half millions must be added to that 
for under-estimates in the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment—bringing it up to upwards of sixty-five 
millions; to which must be added at least two mil- 
lions for additional interest next year on the loan 
now proposed to be raised, and that which must 
be raised at the beginning of the year to meet-the 
wants of the year—say sixty-seven millions of 
dollars. From this amount take the next year’s 
revenue—twenty-eight and a half millions—and 
there will be a deficiency of thirty-eight and a half 
millions to be provided for by loan, instead of 


twenty millions and a half, as estimated by the | 


Secretary of the Treasury—showing that the esti- 
mate for this year and next is about equally be- 
low the real wants of the Government; that for 
next year, upon this calculation, being seventeen 
millions less than the wants of the Government, 
while that for this year is now admitted to have 
been sixteen millions too small, with every prob- 


ability, as he had before shown, that the deficit | 
to be supplied by loan will reach twenty-three | 


millions or more. It must be borne in mind that 


| the Quartermaster General’s estimate alone for the 


next year was cut down five millions and forty- 
one thousand in the manner before stated; the 
original estimate having been for that department 
$19,291,200, which was reduced to $14,250,000. 


The Quartermaster General, it will also be borne | 


in mind, says it will require the most rigid econ- 


omy to make the reduced estimates do, should | 


there be no heavy losses of property, no extraor- 
dinary operations undertaken during the year, 
and the troops be not increased. We know that 
more troops are urgently demanded; that losses of 
property must occur; that the Executive has now 


changed his policy, and is resolved upon carrying || 
| the war to the vitals of the enemy, which, in plain 
| English, means to overrun and subdue the whole 
| vast territory of Mexico; and, in pursuance of that 


policy, we already hear that great operations are 
organizing for the reduction of Potosi and Quer- 
etaro. What, then, will be the public debt at the 
end of the next fiscal year, if the war continue? 
This has become a solemn and alarming inquiry. 


| He had already put down the probable debt at the 


end of this year at seventy-three millions eight 
hundred thousand dollars. If to that be added 
thirty-eight and a half millions for the deficit of 


next year, the amount, at the close of that year, | 


will be upwards of one hundred and twelve mil- 
lions of dollars. fi 
If, however, the sixteen millions now asked 


| for will do for this year, then the debt at the 


end of next year, should there be a deficit of no 
more than thirty-eight and a half millions in 
that year, will be but one hundred and four and 
According to the estimates of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, the debt at the 
end of the next year will be eighty-six and a 
half millions. These estimates are all predica- 
ted upon the supposition that the increased force 

4d for is not raised. If that is raised, it must 
Tt must 


Any one of these estimates 
exhibits a sad prospect for the country. Looking 
at this bill as a mere money transaction between 
the Government and the public creditor, it may be 
thought to be more honest than expedient to make 
a disclosure of the present and prospective condi- 
tion of the financial affairs of the country; but itis 
not to be forgotten that there is another party 
whose agents we are, the tax-paying people, who 
must foot the bills, and who have a right to know 
the trdth and the whole truth—to know how, b 
whom, and for what their money is expended. 
He felt bound to say,that from the nature and 
uncertainty of the facts from which many of the 
opinions he had stated are deduced, he could not 
rely with entire confidence in the correctness of 
all his conclusions ; but they were nevertheless 
conclusions he could not avoid coming to. He 
sincerely hoped, for the sake of the country, that 
his calculations were as much above the future 
wants of the Government as the past estimates of 
the Executive are now known to have been below 
them. 

Mr. LIGON said: Mr. Chairman, this bill, 
to provide means to supply a deficiency in the 


the form which it shall assume, meet with no con- 
siderable opposition in either branch of Congress, 
At least I venture to hope for such a result. 

This being the case, instead of submitting an 
argument in favor of a measure which may rea- 
aonably be supposed not likely to meet opposition, 
except as to the form which it should take, I shall 
embrace this opportunity to submit my views upon 
a subject nearly allied to this, and which has been 
brought to our notice in two ways: first, by a 
message of the President, which, as yet, has not 
been disposed of; and, secondly, by bills reported 
by the Committee on Commerce on Thursday, the 
3d instant—I refer to the subject of the improve- 
ments of rivers and harbors at the expense of the 
Federal Government. 

Perhaps no better time than this can be found to 
say to this House and to the country, that in 
voting for bills to increase the public debt and the 
public taxes to support the army and navy, now 
employed on foreign service, it is my firm purpose 
not to be accessory to any movement to increase 
either the one or the other, to promote objects not 
indispensably necessary to sustain the national 
honor, to provide for just claims upon the treas- 
ury, and to carry on the ordinary and legitimate 
business of the Government. 

No general bill, exclusively providing for the 
improvement of navigable rivers, and of lake, gulf, 
|| and ocean harbors, has been passed into a law b 
| the Congress of the United States during the last 

seven years. But few laws of that kind have been 
/enacted by this Government from the day of its 
imperfect organization in 1776 up to this its period 
|| of matured fullness and power. Perhaps so few 
|| general appropriations have been made, that gen- 
|| tlemen may not be prepared to affirm that it has 
| ever been ‘* the settled policy’’ of this Government 
| either fo enter upon or to prosecute a ‘ general 
system of internal improvements.’’ Be this as it 
| may, however, the bills soon to be under consid- 
|| eration, and upon which, in some form or other, 
|| we shall be called upon officially to act, devolve 
| upon the members of this House, each for himself, 
| the duty of examining this great question of inter- 
nal improvements by the General Government; 
| and this examination has to be made with a direct 
| reference to the propriety of voting for or against 
| the policy of resuscitating thdse internal improve- 
ment measures which obtained for a time, but were 


|| abandoned a few years ago, in consequence of the 


| interposition of the Executive veto. 
The first question that naturally arises for the 


|| consideration of a representative of a constituent 
|| body, is that of power: has Congress the constitu- 


'| tional power to grant the money asked for, for the 
|| object specified? All acknowledge that while Con- 
gress has the physical power to vote for or against 
a bill, irrespective of any and of all obligations, 
human and divine; it is yet morally bound to vote 
| for certain measures in accordance to the express 
commands of the Constitution; and there are cer- 
| tain other measures, so grossly at war with its 
| provisions, for which, were they presented, no 
| representative would have a moral right to vote. 
he question of constitutional right, presented 
| by these bills, has, on various occasions, been ably 
| and elaborately discussed by many of the wisest 
| statesmen who have adorned our country. Yet, 
|| notwithstanding the ability of those who have dis- 
cussed, and the number of years through which 
the discussion has run, diverse opinions are still 
entertained, not only among the people, but also 
| among the most emineat statesmen of the times, 
| upon the question of the constitutional power of 
| Congress to remove obstructions from rivers, to 
|| construct and clear out harbors, make roads, dig 
|| canals, and to build bridges. To attempt to add 
} anything either interesting or useful u a con- 
|| stitutional subject, which the greatest minds of our 
|| nation have exhausted without being able to settle 
to the satisfaction of the country, would be held in 
me (I fear) as inexcusable presumption. Whilst, 

therefore, I may be pardoned for saying that I 
| have formed my opinions upon this subject, not 
withdut some study and reflection, I am quite sure 
I should not be, were I egotistical enough to repeat 
them here. 

I shall, therefore, leave the constitutional view 
of this question as I find it; and this the more 
readily, as there are other reasons of sufficient 
weight to determine the course of action proper 
| to be pursued at this conjuncture in relation to 
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such bills, without raising this primary question 


of constitutional power. These reasons may be 
found, in part, in the cireumstances which we find 
our country placed at this time; in the past legis- 
lative course pursued by Congress towards certain 
cities; and in the injustice towards many millions 
of people, of which these bills would be the occa- 
sion, should they be passed into laws. 

And, first, let us look at the circumstances by 
which we are surrounded. 

The Secretary of the Treasury officially informs 
us that the estimated receipts into the treasury 
during the coming year may be stated at $35,100,- 
000. Gentlemen upon the other side of the Hall 
think this estimate a large one—so do 1; but still 
jit is the official one, and it was made out with 
great care, and after a yery deliberate survey of 
the sources of revenue. The Secretary also tells 
us that our expenses during this year will be 
$15,730,000 greater than our income; and during 
the next year, our expenses will be $20,500,000 
rreater than our income. 

The present fiscal year ends on the 30th of June 
next; and on that day, notwithstanding the large 
loans made during the past few months, the defi- 
ciency in the treasury will, it is estimated by the 
Secretary, be $15,730,000. Many gentlemen, it 
may not be improper to remark, estimate the defi- 
ciency ata far larger sum. 

Money to that large amount must be obtained 
by Congress, and placed in the treasury a to 
the 30th of June, to prevent the national credit 
from being dishonored. How shall this large sum 
be obtained? By borrowing, or by taxation, or by 
au resort to both means? 

Borrowing creates a debt, to be paid off from 
the avails of subsequent taxation. It is a draft 
upon the future for the benefit of the present; and, 
if resorted to with an intent to shift the burdens 
Jegitimately belonging to the present generation 
upon the shoulders of a succeeding one, it Is an 
unwarranted draft upon the treasury of a descrip- 
tion by no means reputable. Present necessity 
often prompts governments to an acceptance of 
bankers’ ** days of grace,’’ but does not justify an 
avoidance of the debt. A just debt may not, with 
honor, be denied, or avoided; but provision for 
its liquidation must be provided by him who ob- 
tains the just and the full consideration. But, 
besides that, it is honest for us to pay our own 


debts, instead of bequeathing them as an unwel- | 


come legacy to our children. The creation and 
issuance of large amounts of evidences of national 
indebtedness must inevitably affect the values of 
similar paper-credits put forth by the several States, 
and by cities, corporations, and individuals. The 
amounts thus issued, and thus in danger of being 
injured, by our uttering paper to enter into compe- 
tition for the money of the capitalists, are very 
jarge and very important. The bende of the States 
call for, it 1s supposed, near $180,000,000; the 
bonds of cities, of counties, and of villages, rep- 
resent at least an equal sum; the bonds of railroads 


equal $200,000,000; and the bonds and other evi- 
dences of debt (other than those circulating as 
money) uttered by the banks, by manufacturing, 
mercantile, mechanical, and other legal corpora- 
tions, probably exceéd the last-named sum. The 
amount of bonds, notes, and other evidences of 
debt, issued by private individuals throughout 
our widelpaneulel country, of course cannot 
be known. It is difficult to form a rational con- 
jecture as to the amount. 
‘the gross sum must, from the adventurous char- 
acter of our people, be prodigious. I have seen the 
assessed value of the real and personal property of 
the United States stated at four thousand millions of 
dollars. If thisstatementis correct, (and I know not 
what, ifany, reliance is to be placed upon it,) the real 
value of the real and personal property owned by 
the individuals composing our nation is three times 
greater, at the least; for we all know how low prop- 
erty is estimated, and how large a proportion es- 
capes assessment altogether. Tt is also stated that 


the daily payments at the counters of banks, | 


insurance and trust companies, and brokers, in 
the city of New-York, equal about $4,000,000. 
Reasoning from these items, it would seem safe to 
assume that the various evidences of debt, in all 
forms, uttered by individuals, will amount to one 
thousand millions of dollars. This, including 
those issued by the nation, States, cities, counties, 
villages, railroads, canals, banks, other corpora. 


We only know that | 


| be most likely to ensure us —— which Mex- | 


THE CONGR 


| that they have come to the conclusion that peace 


f 
tions, and individuals, would form an aggregate of 
evidences of indebtedness of two thousand mil- 
lions of dollars, to represent twelve thousand mil- 
lions of dollars of property. With such an amount 
of obligations to be affected by our action here for 
good or for evil, can we be too cautious in our 
financial movements? If, by unnecessarily throw- 
ing large loans into the money market, and ab- 
stracting therefrom, at high rates, and at short no- | 
tice, large sums, we produce a stringent action, | 
that increases the rates of interest, lessens the 
worth of produce and of real estate, and of paper 
based upon them, and occasions the sale of evi- 
dences of debt in general at losing rates, are we 
not justly, and in verity, responsible to our fellow- 
countrymen for this depreciation of their proper- 
ty? But it may be said, increased taxation will 
also distress individuals and corporations, and | 
lessen the values of their property. ‘This is fully | 
admitted. It will certainly do so. Perhaps no 
more curious inquiry could be started than what | 
would be the amount of the increased value of the 
various properties possessed by the people of Eng- | 
land, if every species of taxation were totally ab- 
rogated. Taxation is not only an evil, but it is a | 
great and a constantly increasing evil in this coun- | 
try. But is it not better to pay at least a part of 
the extra expenses we are now incurring, by call- 
ing upon all of the people to contribute their pro 
rata share than to create a national debt of a cum- 
brous character? and especially if that debt has 
to be created suddenly, and at the risk of disturb- 
ing the business relations, and of lessening the | 
value of the property of the whole country? 

We are in the midst of a war, from which I am 
convinced the Representatives of the American 
people will never consent to be ingloriously extri- 
cated. We have offered peace to Mexico so often, 


| 


would be the greatest boon they have it in their 
power to bestow upon us. Now, unfortunately, | 
they are not in a humor to gratify us; our gallant | 
armies having inspired them with more respect | 
than love, more admiration than gratitude. What, | 
then, remains for us to do, consistent alike with | 
the honor of our country, and the domestic inter- | 
ests of our people? Is it not, clearly, to vote | 
appropriations, which, if judiciously applied, will | 


ico would fain withhold? And in obtaining the | 
means to meet such suitable appropriations, ought | 
we not to draw as small a share from the money 
market, and as large a share from the property of 
the country, by taxes equally diffused, (and thus 
create as small a national debt,) as a due regard to | 
the interests and the wishes of the people seem to 
demand? Neither side of this Hall piveaiaan an 


| inglorious withdrawal of our forces from Mexico— | 


and canals, of turnpikes and bridges, probably || 


_ large as not only to threaten to entail upon us a per- 
/ manent national debt, but to visit us with present | 


so labor as long as a single effort, however humble, 


neither side advocates the accumulation of a large | 
debt. Gentlemen of the Opposition—if I correctly 
understand their position—are willing to raise a 
larger revenue, and thus lessen the amount of debt | 
which will otherwise be rolled up, if we will adopt 
their methods of increasing the taxes. Such being 
the state of things, | do not despair of seeing some 
measure adopted that will enable the Administra- 
tion to push this war vigorously forward to an 
early and a glorious conclusion, by means so 
wisely obtained as to leave the commerce and 
business of our beloved country nearly unaffected | 
by the demands for such large sums of money. | 
For these noble ends I esteem it our duty diligently 

to labor; and, for one, I shall, with a single eye, 


— in any degree bid fair to be useful. 
nder these circumstances, when thus engaged 
in a foreign war which calls for money in sums so 


financial calamities, by reason of the difficulty of | 
sparing from business circles such large sums of 
money, it is gravely proposed—and bills to that | 
effect have already been introduced, under the im- | 





| posing auspices of one of the most important stand- | 


| ing committees of this House—to revive, formally | 


'Lought to say; for it is now well known that the 


to renew, a system of internal improvements by 
the General Government! A Congressional system, | 





executive branch of the Government will in no way | 
sanction it; and if it obtains, it can do so only by | 
a two-thirds vote. It must, therefore, be wholly | 
and exclusively a Congressional scheme or sys- | 
tem. 


To this plan of adopting a system of internal | 


' 


| 
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improvements upon the sole authority of Cop 
gress, without an express constitutional : 
o so, and in time of war—at a time when there 
is an actual deficiency in the treasury of fifteen ad 
a half millions of dollars, and a prospective 


right to 


: pa defi. 
ciency of twenty millions more—ata time whe, 
| we have just relaxed our commercial system, and 


| entered into a freer and more vigorous comp 


| System thus proposed, and at such a time, | hope | 


a Z €tition 
with our commercial and manufacturing rivals— 


and at a time when the monetary circles of Enc. 
land are tottering and shaken to their centres, ay, 


: and 
when our own are seriously threatened—I say, 


toa 


need only oppose the manifest interests of oy, 
country. No plan could more seriously compro. 


| mise them; for it proposes to precipitate upon an 
_ exhausted treasury aclosely-bound bundle of | 


. Oca! 
interests, and to force the treasury upon an already 


overburdened money market, in order to gratis, 
those insatiable local interests. Of the five thou. 
sand towns and villages situated upon navigah| 
waters, probably not forty can be gratified with ay 
appropriation to improve their harbors, under the 
wildest scheme that two-thirds of the members of 
Congress can be persuaded to pass during this ses. 
sion. And shall the whole of the business and 


| commercial interests of this great nation be placed 
in jeopardy, that forty out of the thousands of 
| towns and villages in this country shall be enabled 


to boast of having obtained appropriations from 
Congress; and that, too, ata time when the nation 
is at war, a debt rapidly accumulating, and the 
treasury overtaxed by more than $15,000,000 ? 
Sir, constitutional arguments need not be raised: 
for the interests of the people of every State seem to 
be endangered even by the mere introduction of such 
bills into Congress, under circumstances calculated 


| to induce a belief that they may be enacted into 











| 


| 
| 





laws. It is not difficult for the most ordinary busi- 
ness man to see, that if large sums of money are 
to be withdrawn from business, to carry on a gen- 
eral system of internal improvements, as well as 
to wage a war with Mexico, general financial em- 
barrassment must inevitably ensue. The money 
market cannot supply such extraordinary demands 
upon it, without producing derangements of the 
most extraordinary character. In the commercial 
distress that aan ensue in consequence of enor- 
mous appropriations, who will say that persons 
holding evidences of debt would not be damaged 
more than one per cent.? And yet one per cent. 
upon two thousand millions of dollars is no less a 
sum than twenty millions! Surely, we cannot too 
seriously consider, and may not lightly regard, the 
magnitude of the injury which even so slight a de- 
pression in the value of property produces. When 
considered with reference to all of the interests of 
this great country, what excuse, what apology can 
be devised for voting to enter upon such a system, 
under circumstances so remarkable? Can any 
one charge that I over-estimate the importance and 
value of the pecuniary interests of the people of 
this country? Let such candidly compare these 
interests with the rival ones in England. We learn, 
from the December number of Blackwood, (1847,) 
that ‘*the value of the personal property in Eng- 
land was— 

In 1815... 22 eee ee eee eee  -£1,200,000,000 

In 184]... ..eeeceeeeeee ees 2,000,000,000 

In 1847, about............. 2,400,000,000” 
Or (in 1847) about the round sum of twelve thou- 
sand millions of dollars, ($12,000,000,000.) The 
value of real and of mixed property is not stated, 
but ** the net rental of England alone was— 

In 1815... 2. cc cccccccccccce oo halon, 423 

Tn 1841... cccccccscccccccosce G8560,000 

fn 1067 .0.0'0 00 sinc eee cesveccs se: SUORNO” 
Or (in 1847) about $325,000,000 per annum. The 
annual taxes for a series of years have been in Eng- 
land as high as $335,000,000, and at this time 
amount to two hundred and fifty millions of dol- 
lars per annum! When we look at the agricul- 
tural and mechanical productions of the United 
States, at its manufactures and its commerce, and 
compare them with those of England, it is easy 
be seen that, in stating the entire value of all prop- 
erty in this country at twelve thousand millions of 
dollars, (the estimated value of only the personal 
pro 


analogy and of calculable probabilities in supposing 
that my estimate is far below the co. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is confidently asserted 
that the late commercial panic in England has, 
within a few monthé, depreciated real and personal 


rty of England,) I have all the warrants of 
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property in that kingdom “more than the entire 
qinount of the national debt !” 

if severe pressures upon the money markets of 
highly commercial nations thus seriously affect the 
value of property of all kinds, what reason could 
| render the inte ligent constituency which I have 
the honor to represent in this House, if I were to 
vast their vote in favor of renewing a huge system 
of internal improvements in time of war, in time of 
a large treasury deficiency, and in the face of a re- 
ericted money market and an adverse foreign ex- 
change? None, sir; none, 

This Government ought not to enter the market 
at this time for a solitary dollar not indispensably 
necessary to the preservation of its honor. It is 
cruel to do so at a time when States, cities, rail- 
roads, canals, individuals, and corporations are 
rigorously struggling not only to relieve them- 
elves from the consequences that overtook them 
a the financial catastrophe of 1837, but to prepare 
honorably to sustain themselves in that generous 
competition now everywhere manifest, to excel in 
|| that is desirable and right. 

By a wise, vigorous, and patriotic effort, the 
pusiness circles will be able, I hope and believe, to 
supply the Government of the United States with 
the means it will find really indispensable, at mod- 
erate rates, and without producing serious finan- 
cial derangements. But if to these indispensable 
loans are to be added others, devised to carry out 
ill-considered schemes to construct harbors in differ- 
ent and distant States, at difficult, nearly unknown, 
and but little frequented landings, it becomes the | 
duty of this House to inquire whether it were not 
better to leave to the several States, or to resident 
citizens, the task of founding and beautifying towns, 
villages, and cities, and of opening and maintain- 
ing the roads and canals, and all other avenues 
of approach to them, rather than to embarrass the 
Government and the people with a burden not 
legitimately their own, If, upon this day, citizens 
residing upon the beautiful shores of the Chesa- 
peake, and others upon the banks of the majestic 
Lake Superior, and others still upon the Gulf 
coast, resolve to lay out and build up villages or | 
cities, is their right to come here, in time of war, 
to demand of this body an appropriation to con- 


siruct for their use, and for the use of such as may || 
desire to trade with them, either a road, a canal, or || 


a harbor, sufficiently clear to justify us in the eyes 
of the people of this country in —- their | 
request, at the known risk of deranging the 
markets and of depreciating the prices of all the 
property in this country? But if those citizens, 
thus far removed from each other, and located 
where cities may well be expected to arise, had 
commenced (instead of to-day) one year ago, or 
ten, or twenty, or a hundred years, and had 
actually erected one or many buildings, could it 
be said that so mandatory are the provisions of 
the Constitution, we must, at the peril of rendering | 
money scarce, and labor cheap, and property un- 
salable but at depreciated rates, borrow large 
sums of money at large rates of interest, and 
increase the taxes of the people to pay it, in order 
to build the asked-for road, canal, or harbor? 

If the Constitution does thus order us to make 
such expenditures for the benefit of isolated indi- | 
viduals or of local communities, and at the ex- 
pense of all the rest of the people, in times of war | 
and of peace, of prosperity and of adversity, at all | 
hazards, and in defiance of all the maxims of com- 
mercial experience, I have failed to read it aright. 
Ifthe Constitution does not positively order us to 
borrow money, in time of war, to clear out rivers, 
construct harbors, build roads, dig canals, drain 
Swamps, build observatories, and establish uni- 
Versities, then we ought to abstain from these 
things, if the doing of them will be injurious to the 
credit of the Government, and ruinous to many of | 
the interests of the citizens; for all good govern- | 


ments were instituted for the good of the governed, 
and their acts, general and singular, should ever 
be in harmony with this, the principle upon which | 
they were founded. 
cannot vote, in time of war, to borrow money | 
to engage in a general system of internal improve- 
ments. I cannot vote to borrow money to 
pees to please a few towns, when, by so doing, | 
know that I am placing all the property of all the | 
citizens of this great country in imminent danger || 
of depreciation. The interests of the many should | 
not be made to depend upon the schemes and the || 


ex- || 














THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


317 


few persons, a few villages, a few cities, or even "lected at all the ports, amounted to $59,402,458 60; 


several important States, should the wroperty of 
all the citizens be exposed to probable lows, 

_ But, in the next place, if we were not engaged 
in war—if we were not in the money market, 


forcing weaker parties to pay higher rates of in- | 


terest in consequence of our unwelcome intrusion 
—has not the past legislative action of Congress 
been such, towards certain cities, as to render the 
adoption of such a system an act of injustice to 
those cities? I think it has, and will, with the 
permission of the House, submit a few reasons in 
support of this opinion. 

Several cities and towns have had their harbors 


treasury of the United States—to some, the appro- 
priations have been complete ; to others, parual. 
But the greater number, the principal part, of the 
harbors of the United States, have never been the 
subjects of Government attention. 


| whole. 


of this amount, $7,661,519 98 was collected at the 
port of Baltimore—being nearly one-eighth of the 
It is thus seen that about one-eighth of 
all the revenues of the Government of the United 
States, during the first eleven years of its existence, 
was derived from the port of Baltimore ! 

The next seven years shows a total revenue of 
$88,216,704 43; of this, there was collected at Bal- 
timore $8,301,266 13—being nearly one-tenth of the 
whole. 

By looking at the table, it will also be seen that 
more than one-half—in fact, more than five-ninths— 


, || of all the revenue of the United States was col- 
improved, or wholly created, at the expense of the | lected at Baltimore in the year 1815!—the whole 





all, they have been improved by those who have | 


an interest therein. 

Baltimore is one of the most important cities of 
the Republic, and has been so from the period 
when this Government was organized. As it is 
important to the argument which | propose to sub- 
mit to be able to prove this, | have obtained from 
the Treasury Department a statement showing the 


more from the year 1789 to 1847, both years inclu- 


amount being $7,282,942 22: collected at Balti- 
more, $4,052,132 90! Beginning with 1815, and 
going down to 1820, (five years,) and we see a 


| total revenue of $107,333,159 35; of this, no less 


| revenue received from Baltimore b 


If improved at || a sum than $11,902,945 55 was collected at the port 


of Baltimore—being about one-ninth part of the 
whole! 

Take still another period. From 1825 to 1831, 
both years included, the revenue from Baltimore 
(the net revenue, after deducting all expenses) 
exceeded annually one MILLION OF DOLLARS! The 
the United 
States, after deducting all expenses of collection, in 


amount of revenue collected at the port of Balti- | fifty-seven years, amounts to the stupendous sum 


of FIFTY-FIVE MILLIONS seven hundred and sixty- 


sive; also a statement showing the amount of || one thousind five hundred and ninety-seven dollars 
revenue collected at all the ports of the United | and sixty-seven cents, ($55,761,597 67)—a sum 


States during the same period. 


ail the ports in the United States, discriminating that re- 
| ceived at the port of Baitimore, from 4th March, 1189, to 
3Uth June, 1847. 


| Net revenue paid | Net revenue paid 
Date. | into the treasury | into the treasury 


at all the ports of | atthe port of Bal- 
the United States.| timore. 











| 
} 


From Mar. 4, 1759, 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 





to Dec. 31, 1791.. | $4,399,473 09 $563,368 10 
| For the year 1792 | 3,443,070 85 | 426,068 32 
«“ 1793 | 4,255,306 56 | 855,531 24 
‘“ 1794 | 4,801,065 28 | 768,152 Sl 
‘“ 1795 | 5,588,461 26 | 504,097 48 
«“ 1796 | 6,557,987 94 | 758,187 89 
«“ 1797 | 7,549,649 65 1,119,714 77 
“ 1798 | = 7,106,061 93 | 80,154 43 
| ‘“ 1799 | 6,610,449 31 | 1, Iti2,978 10 
«“ 1800 | 9,030,932 73. | 623,267 14 
“ 1801 | 10,750,778 93 | 999,454 12 
«“ 1802 | 12,438,235 74 621,647 97 
“ 1803 | 10,479,417 61 952,016 17 
“6 1804 | 11,098,565 33 | 1,539,736 03 
| & 1805 | 12,936,487 04 | 1,126,356 69 
“ 1306 | = 14,667,698 17 1,451,227 95 
“  * 1807 | 15,845,521 61 | 1,630,797 20 
& 1808 | 16,363,550 58 | 590,098 53 
“ 1809 | 7,296,020 58 148,269 61 
‘“ 1810 | 8,583,309 31 929,360 21 
| “ 18iL | =: 13,313,222 73 | 721,368 22 
“ 1812 | 8,958,777 53 | 1,778,20 99 
“ 1813 | 13,224,623 25 | 150,942 95 
| “ 1814 | 5,998,772 08 | 
‘“ 1815 | 7,282,942 22 | 4,052,132 90 
‘“ 1816 36,305,874 88 2,765,928 24 
«“ 1817 | 26,283,348 49 1,547,714 90 
| “ 1818 | 17,176,335 00 | 1,942,174 48 
‘“ 1819 | = 20,283,608 76 | 1,594,995 03 
I “ 1820 | 15,005,612 15 | 536,304 43 
| « 1821 | 13,004,447 15 693,479 29 
“ 1822 17,589,761 94 | 1,158,598 59 
“ 1823 19,088,433 44 | 920,508 09 
‘“ 1824 17,878,325 71 875,523 13 
‘“ 1225 20,098,713 45 1,004,211 67 
«“ 1826 23,341,331 77 1,052,675 41 
«“ 1827 19,712,283 29 1,207,391 84 
| “ 1828 23,205,523 64 | 1,277,850 93 
“ 1829 22,681,965 91 | 1,282,686 58 
“ 1830 21,922,391 39 | 1,014,996 50 
‘“ 1831 24,224,441 77 | — 1,209,949 98 
| ‘“ 1832 28,465,237 24 | 665,575 74 
| “ 1833 29,032,508 Yl | 630,376 90 
‘ 1834 16,214,957 15 | 519,831 25 
«“ 1835 19,391,310 59 | 810,141 98 
‘ 1836 23,409,940 53 | 1,334,838 96 
“ 1837 11,169,290 39 959,562 90 
‘ 1838 16,158,800 36 | 1,014,523 71 
“ 1839 | 23,137,924 81 | 930,209 68 
‘ 1840 13,499,502 1 598,011 47 
‘“ 1841 14,487,216 74 655,205 93 
‘“ 1842 18,187,908 76 - 481,299 35 
“ 1843 7,046,t43 91 97,760 26 
“ 1844 26,183,570 94 623,530 44 
“ 1845 27,528,112 70 697,994 00 
I] ‘“ 1846 26,712,667 87 700,610 28 
‘“ 1847 23,747,864 60 594,025 21 


SS 





$55,761,597 67 
Treasury Department, Register’s one Dec. 23, 1847. 
DANIEL GRAHAM, Register. 


This table shows, that from 1789 to 1800, both 





| 
} 
| 


' 


which would have constructed our canal to Cum- 


Statement of the annual net revenue received from customs at || berland, and our railroad to the Ohio river; created 


a large school-fund; improved our harbors; con- 
structed and maintained our light-houses, and 
greatly assisted to defray the expenses of the State 
and the city governments. 

This is what Baltimore has actually contributed 


| to the common fund for the promotion of the com- 


| 
| 








| war. 
| mies prophesy as likely to grow out of it, nor by 


mon good and the general welfare. 
she received? 
I hold in my hand a statement from the Treas- 


And what has 


| ury Department, which shows that in fifty-seven 


years $55,000 have been expended by the United 
States upon the harbor of Baltimore! Nota thou- 
sand a year for a port from which nearly fifty-six 


| millions of dollars have been received ! 


And now let us examine the justice and the 
equality of the general system of internal improve- 
ments sought to be established in the midst of this 
And let us judge of it, not by what its ene- 


the promises which its indiscreet friends make for 
it; let us judge it by the past. The past may be 
known—the future cannot be. 

Under the revenue system, eight hundred and 


| ninety millions of dollars have been collected by 


| 
1 
i! 
j 
} 
| 
| 


| 
i} 
| 


| 
| 
} 
| 


| 
| 
| 
i} 
i} 


j 


| 
| 
} 


the United States; of this sum, $9,837,894 58 
(nearly $10,000,000) have been expended by Gov- 


ernment in the prosecution of works of internal 


improvement. If Baltimore had received its pro 
rata share of the money expended on improve- 
ments, estimating according to what that port con- 
tributed to the treasury, as compared with sister 
ports, no less than one-sixteenth part of the ten 
millions of dollars would have been expended at 


| Baltimore. 


| Now, sir, instead of having $625,000 expended 
| in our city, we have had but $55,000! If, there- 
| fore, we are to prosecute a general system of inter- 


'nal improvements, the old plan of expending 


| moneys will not suit Baltimore, however well it 


may work elsewhere. For, of the $10,000,000, 
it contributed $625,000, and obtained $55,000! It 
would be infinitely better for us to make our own 
improvements; though I can easily understand why 
persons living in distant portions of the republic, 
paying little or nothing, and receiving moneys 
collected from the pockets of my constituents, 
should entertain a different opinion, and insist that 
it is to our interest to pay $625,000 in order to 
obtain $55,000! Pay twelve dollars in order to 
receive one back! 

Maryland surrendered to the United States the 
right to impose taxes upon the flourishing com- 
merce of Baltimore, in order, among other things, 
** to ensure domestic tranquillity,” and ** to provide 
for the common defence’’ against foreign aggres- 
sion. These duties have been satisfactorily per- 


| formed—at least to an extent as great as can 
! reasonably be expected from a government in- 


| trusted with duties so difficult and extensive. Our 
wishes of the few; nor witha hope of benefiting a |: years included, the revenue of the United States, col- || flag has been nobly upheld in the face of all nations, 
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under all the varied circumstances that have arisen 
in an eventful age of the world. Our domestic 
quiet has been perfectly ensured, and the general 
welfare substantively promoted; the first, | am 
happy to be able to say, has been effected more 
by our admirable system of jurisprudence, than 
by the power of arms; and the latter, rather by 
abstaining from the imposition of burdens upon 
capital and indastry, than by acts of munificence 
to individuals and classes. 

We have, then, but litte or nothing of which 
justly to complain, but much to incite our pride 
and heighten our satisfaction, when we contem- 
plate the glorious achievements of our Govern- 
ment. The industrial pursuits, compared with 
those of other nations, are inconsiderably burden- 
ed; commerce is lightly restricted, and our agricul- 
ture is in a far more favorable condition than that 
of any other nation, 

If it is the constitutional duly of Congress to 
improve the harbors of the several cities of the 
United States, then, in that case, Maryland has 
just cause of complaint for neglect of duty, as all 
must perceive, So deeply felt was the necessity 
of improvements in Baltimore harbor, to accom- 
modate its large and growing commerce, that as 
early as 1783—before the formation of the Federal 
Constitution—the General Assembly of the State 
of Maryland passed an act authorizing the levying 
of a tonnage duty upon all vessels entering the 
ort of Baltimore, for the express purpose of ma- 
oe such improvements, This act was renewed 
in 1788, and in 1791 was formally sanctioned by 
Congress—an act that conferred upon Maryland 
powers which had been ceded to the United States. 
In 1789 the Constitution was adopted. That in- 
strument transferred the power of collecting reve- 
nue from commerce from the individual States to 
the United States. The General Government, 
being unable or unwilling to improve the harbor 
of Baltimore, in 1791 returned to the State of 
Maryland, for four years, so much of the ceded 
power as to allow said State to collect money 
enough from the commerce of Baltimore to put 
and to keep the harbor thereof in a condition bet- 
ter calculated for the accommodation of shipping. 
The act of 1791 was to remain in force only four 
years. Congress renewed it, however, in 1796, 
and again from time to time until 1843, when the 
provisions of the same act were extended until 
1850! 

It is thus seen that the harbor of Baltimore has 
been maintained in a condition for business by a 
tax upon thecommerce of thatcity. This was the 
case before this Government was created. It has 
been the case ever since. Itis the case now when 
I speak. The commerce of Baltimore has been 
taxed since 1783, and is now taxed, for the im- 
provement of the harbor in which our ships are 
sheltered. For upwards of sixty years this whole 
expense has been borne by Baltsmore—unless, in- 
deed, | am to except the $55,000 donated by the 
United States—a sum too small to form an excep- 
tion in a labor and cost so large. To preserve our 
harbor, we have, with the consent of Congress, 
taxed ourselves. We have applied in vain for Con- 
gress to improve our harbor at the expense of the 
national treasury; but its consent to an act allow- 
ing us to tax ourselves has never been withheld; 
its assent has been prompt, hearty, and unfailing! 
And in 1850, when the act of 1791 again expires, 
I do not fear that Congress will refuse to renew it. 

As Baltimore has thus been compelled, by the 
neglect of Congress, to improve its own harbor, 
fur the uninterrupted, consecutive period of sixty- 
five years, is it right, is it just, now to introduce a 
system by which 
through all future years, to submit to additional 
taxation, that the avails thereof may be applied to 
improve rival harbors in any or in all parts of the 
United States? 


Maryland and Baltimore are deeply in debt. | 


They are struggling to raise means honestly to pay 
those debts, and. will, with great efforts, succeed. 
In many of the States, citizens feel aggrieved be- 
cause they are called upon to pay a tax of twenty- 
five to thirty cents upon one hundred dollars worth 
of property. Baltimore will be taxed this year, I 
see bya late paper, one hundred and fifty cents 
upon each one hundred dollars! 

When the people of Maryland are struggling 
under a heavy load of debt and taxes, and are also 
making strenuous efforts to construct a commercial 


* shores of the Chesapeake bay, at a cost of startling 
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magnitude, considered in connection with their pres- | 
ent obligations, I should be recreant to my trust 
were I to sit idly by and see the weight recklessly 
increased. [I am compelled, by every sense of 
duty, resolutely to oppose all schemes, that look 
to borrowing money and increasing taxes, for || 
making internal improvements in the several States 
by the General Government; for Maryland desires 
no increase of taxes or of debt to carry out a sys- 
tem of improvements by the United States. The 
wisest financiers, the most sagacious statesmen 
now living, cannot sit down and draft an inter- 
nal oe bill that the majority of the peo- 
ple of Maryland would vote for, if, to carry out its 
provisions, increased debt and taxation would be 
necessary. Thigismy opinion. I maybe wrong, 
itis true; but I think theré isnot much roomeven for 
doubt upon this subject. 

Look to the injustice of the schemes proposed | 
for our sanction. Baltimore pays into the treasury | 
fifty-five millions in a little more than fifty-five || 
years ; in fifty years St. Louis has not contributed 
probably the one-half of one million. Estimates 
from the department show that an expenditure of 
some one or two hundred thousand dollars is 
necessary to the improvement of St. Louis harbor; 
pay this cost from the United States treasury, and, 
Judging by the past, the people of Baltimore will 
pay one hundred dollars, and more, where the 
people of St. Louis pay one dollar, for the improve- 
ment of St. Louis harbor! And does St. Louis 
need this gratuity from the people of Baltimore? 
Not at all; far otherwise. St. Louis has more 
than fifty thousand people, great wealth, compara- 


| 


| tive freedom from debt, and an immense commerce. 


vention of 1847 ‘‘at over $75,000,000 !—equalling 


| nently commercial city have the ability, without 


‘** The total annual commerce of St. Louis, imports | 
and exports included, although yet in its infancy, || 
is estimated’’ by its delegation to the Chicago con- 


nearly one-third of the whole foreign commerce 
of the United States.’’ And this estimate is sus- 
tained by statements that carry conviction of its 
reliability. The people of that wealthy and emi- 


embarrassment, to make all the improvements they 
desire, and pay for them within this present year! 
With what grace, then, can such a people, and of 


| such vast wealth, ask of me to allow my overbur- 
| dened constituents to be taxed for their benefit? 


For another instance of the injustice of such 
bills, take the case of the harbor at Buffalo, in 
New York. This city hasalmost as large a popu- 
lation, as much wealth and commerce, as St. Louis. 
Can-any gentleman inform this House why Balti- 
more, after defraying the entire cost of improving 
its own harbor, shall be compelled, by law, to pay | 
as much, or in fact more, towards paying for im- 
woving the harbor of Buffalo, than the people of 
Buffalo? If a reason can be rendered, I confess I 
should be pleased to hear it. But there are over- || 
whelming reasons why Baltimore should not be || 
taxed for the benefit of Buffalo; and to these I 


| would, briefly as possible, call the attention of || 


_own harbor, without calling for help from towns 


| sides the citizens of Buffalo and the State of New 
saltimore will be compelled, | 


every member of this House. 

In the first place, Buffalo is able to improve its 
and cities similarly situated. If the people of Buf- || 
falo are able to suitably improve their harbor, the | 
rightfulness of calling upon men who have no in- | 
terest in it to assist in defraying the expense, is not || 
self-evident. In the next place, if Buffalo insists |, 
upon having assistance, whether it is needed or || 
not, that assistance should be given by the State of || 
New York. Lastly, if it is said that others be- 


York are interested, the reply is at hand—taz those || 
who are beneficially interested. _ i| 
It is false in fact, it is false in theory, that per- | 


|| sons living upon the waters of the Aroostook are | 


pecuniarily interested in the improvement of the || 
roads, bridges, and fences to be found in Oregon, | 
Nebraska, and Minesota; and that therefore they 

should be taxed, and their property be sold to pay | 
those taxes, to enable Government to improve | 
those far-off and utterly unknown roads, bridges, 1 
and fences. ‘To tax the dwellers apon the grassy | 
plains of the Ozark mountains, or among the cane | 
brakes of Mississippi, to obtain money with which || 
to improve Buffalo harbor, is to commit an out- || 
rage for which no justification can be found either | 
in the books or in the human heart. ~ 


Let Buffalo harbor, like that of Baltimore, be | 


avenue from the great valley of the Ohio to the | improved by laying a small duty upon the tonnage | 








| to the West. 
|| hers; the others have not. New York has immense 
| revenues, and is free from embarrassment; Penn- 
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that uses it. Let the burden be borne by the 

who are to be benefited. The burdens should be 

ee upon the shoulders of those who obtain the 
nefits flowing from them. The wago; “ 


rom 1 thatd 
not use the turnpike is free from toll; ae 


for the road 


_is sustained by tolls collected from teams Which 


travel on it. So, also, let harbors be improved 
by moneys collected from those who do, and jo 


| from those who do not, use them. And I say this 


the more earnestly, because my constituents haye 
always practised what [ now preach. They haye 
improved their own harbor; and I, in their py 
protest against being compelled by law to improve 
the harbors of their neighbors also. Would not 
such compulsion be manifest injustice? . 
But, it may be said, if Buffalo harbor is not im. 
proved, the lake commerce will pass by Buffalo 
go through Lake Ontario, and into the St. Law. 
rence, and, passing over the railroad which the 
Vermonters are building, go to Boston, instead of 
passing through the Erie canal on its way to the 
city of New York This is possible; in fact, yn. 
less the harbor is enlarged, improved, and ren. 
dered secure and easy of access, as we have made 
Baltimore harbor; and unless the Erie and Hud. 


ame, 


son canal is not also greatly enlarged and im. 


proved, it is probable that a large amount of the lake 
trade will pass by Buffalo, and go to Boston by 
the more northern route. This isa reason why 


| the people of Buffalo should imitate Baltimore, but 
1s not a reason why the people of the United States 


should interfere—the reverse rather. For why 
should all the people of the United States be taxed 
toenable New York thoroughly to estop the ** men 


| of Boston’? from diverting its trade to themselves? 


If the trade of New York is in danger of being di- 


| minished by the enterprise of Boston—if its canal 


revenues are in danger of being diminished from 


| the same cause—I can see occasion for New Yok 


to employ its revenues and its capital to effect im- 
provements that will avert the danger with which 
their trade and commerce are menaced; but | can 
discover nothing that will justify Congress to tax 
my constituents to raise means with which to assist 
New York to counteract the subtle movements of 
their more enterprising neighbors. If our help 
were to be needed but once, we might consider the 
distress of our New York friends; but what guar- 
antee have we that they will be in any better con- 
dition to repel future than present incursions upon 


| their commerce on the lakes? Why, sir, with that 
| rich lake commerce directly in sight of their shores, 


it will prove to be as impossible to keep the Yankees 


| away from it as it was to keep the Huns and Goths 
out of Italy, or the Tartars out of China! 


Itisa 
moral and physical impossibility, and I am op- 
posed to all attempts of the kind; let the Yorkers 
and the Yankees (Greek vs. Greek) settle the mat- 


| ter at their leisure; this Government, in the mean 


tume, wisely allowing them both to construct their 
own roads, their own harbors, and their own 
canals, without the slightest interference. 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New York, are en- 
gaged in the construction of commercial avenues 
New York has completed most of 


sylvania and Maryland are deeply in debt, and 
are heavily taxed: their railroads to the Ohio are 


only in progress, and by no means completed. 


The port of the one is maintained at its own ex- 
pense, and that of the other has received but little 
or no governmental attention. Under such cir- 
cumstances, what could be more unjust to those 
two States, than for the United States to borrow 


|| money to improve the harbor at the termination 


of the principal New York commercial avenue, to 
increase its already greatly distended revenue, and 
then call upon Maryland and Pennsylvania to help 
to pay both the principal and the interest of the ex- 
penditure for the benefit of New York? New York 
has fairly obtained the lead of her competitors; 
her capital, population, and revenues are larger, 
and her public works are brought more nearly (0 
perfection. Her competitors are straining every 
nerve—are piling up debts, and submitting to tax- 
ation to a frightful extent, that they may not be 
totally and forever distanced in the struggle to gain 
the commerce of the West. This House sees the 


struggle; it perceives that New York is obtaining 


the advantage in the gigantic otruggies but fails not 
to note, that neither Renee: nor Philadelphia, nor 
Baltimore, is dis to yield a handsbreadth, or 
to abate a single effort; on the contrary, they seem 
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as full of hope as they are of determination. Who, 
permit me to ask, witnessing this struggle, this 
noble courage, this generous hope, will come for- 
ward and say to these ardent and worthy spirits, 
«Take upon your aching shoulders this additional 
burden for the benefit of your successful rival ?”’ 
Who has the heart to do this? 

Mr. Chairman, I pray this House not to ask the 
people of Baltimore, who are already grievous- 
iy taxed, to contribute of their means for the 
improvement of harbors. For sixty-five years 
they have maintained their own harbor. Cannot 
their neighbors consent to imitate our example, 
yntil we have finished our public works, and so 
far paid off our obligations as to be able to reduce 
our taxes to arate more nearly corresponding with 
other States? If St. Louis, and Buffalo, and other 
anplicants for our bounty were poor, in debt, and 
lavoring under a heavy burden of taxation, and 
in danger of losing their trade and commerce 
through the efforts of more highly favored com- 
netitors; if they were situated in States that were 
deeply in debt, and known to be restive under a 
jeavy load of taxation, and had no other resource 
upon which to draw for assistance than the charity 
of Congress, | confess my compassion would be 
strongly moved, and I should be grievously tempt- 
ed to do my constituents the injustice of forgetting 
their interests long enough to vote a small donation 
to these humble and needy dependants upon the 
charity of the General Government. But such is 
not their condition; they are rich, flourishing, and 
independent. May we not hope that they will 
heréafter scorn to assume the attitude of mendi- 
cants, or the unseemly character of sturdy beggars 
at the gates of an overdrawn treasury? May we 
not hope, that henceforth we shall cease to be an- 
noyed by their importunate solicitations, and have 
pleasing occasion to witness the honest pride with 
which each of these wealthy and thriving cities 
will cause their harbors, streets, and other public 
works to be improved upon the Baltimore plan— 
at the sole expense of those persons for whose sole 
benefit they are made? 

Ithink, Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, that it is 
wrong to borrow money in time of war, to improve 
some thirty or forty of our numerous harbors, neg- 
lecting all the rest. 

Ithink it wrong, even were there no war, to 
borrow money upon the credit of ports improved 
at their own expense, to expend upon ports of 
equal wealth, but of less independence of charac- 
ter and of less public spirit. 

And, sir, if the war was at an end; if the Gov- 
ernment was free from debt, and the people free 
from taxation; if commerce, manufactures, and 
agriculture were in a condition the most flourish- 
ing, and the money market in a position easy and 
beyond apprehension of a cloudy future; and even 
ii no ports had been improved at the expense of 
tonnage doing business with them, but all stood 
upon the same level platform so far as relates to 
past governmental favors,—I would still be opposed 
lo Improving afew at the expense of the rest. 

Laws should be general, not partial in their op- 
erations universal, not sectional in the distribution 
of benefits and of burdens; fair, just, and equal in 
their application to each citizen and each commu- 
nity whom they in anywise affect; not unfair, un- 
Just, and unequal towards any of those for whose 
benefit they purport to have been made. 

Laws, to benefit a few persons, or a few ports, 
atthe expense of all, may perhaps be considered 
legitimate in despotic countries, but certainly are 
at war with the spirit of republican institutions. 

Laws ordaining that all of the ports of this 
country shall be improved at the expense of all the 
ciuzens of the United States, would be general and 
not particular; and ought, therefore, to be prefer- 
red to those that designate a few favorite places 
siuated in the more powerful States, 

But laws should ever rest upon the rock of uni- 
versal justice. Commerce cannot subsist without 
the aid of agriculture; and agriculture cannot flour- 
ish unaided by commerce: they are necessary the 
one to the other. If, therefore, the humble tiller 
of the soil is to be taxed to improve the highways 
of commerce, the more pretending trader must 
contribute to the improvement of the roads of the 
farmer. If one port should be improved, then all; 

if one road, all. 

And for this plain reason, it is as unjust to com- 
pel a farmer in Maryland to assist a ship-owner in 
Buffalo to build a wharf to moor his vessel along | 





| the humblest of my fellow-citizens. 
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| side of, as it is to compel the Buffalo ship-owner 








to assist the Maryland farmer to make his wagon- 
road to the nearest market town. If ships and 
ship-accommodations are necessary to the conduc- 
tion of the farmer’s crops to the foreign market, 
from which he draws his profits, so are roads the 
necessary and indispensable channels through 
which to obtain those products from which the 
merchant makes his profits. One class is as de- 
pendant and as independent as the other; neither 
can ** get gain’’ without the aid of the other. 

If, therefore, it is proposed that this Govern- 
ment, forgetting that it was created to establish 
justice, to provide for the common defence against 
foreign and domestic violence, to secure the bless- 
ings of liberty, and to form a more perfect union— 
I say, if this Government, forgetful of the objects 
which called it into beneficial existence, is to be 
precipitated into the adoption of a system of inter- 
nal improvements, that. system should be general, 
and not sectional or special. Not one port only 
should be selected from a weak State, while a 
dozen are to be allotted to a strong one, but, 
regardless of everything but the ever-abiding prin- 
ciples of even-handed justice, all ports should be 
alike the objects of legislative care and the recipi- 
ents of Government bounty. As the dew of 
heaven, so should the justice of the government 
of man, fall alike and equally upon all. 

Taxes should be imposed ah the strictest ref- 
erence to perfect equality. No one man’s dollar, 
no one man’s head, should be taxed at a higher 
rate than the dollar or the head of another. My 
dollar, my life, my reputation, my liberty, are each 
as precious, and no more precious, in the eye ofa 
just and equal law, than those of the greatest or of 


All citizens being called upon equally to contrib- 


ute to the supply of money to carry on works of || 


internal improvement, may they not demand, in 
terms that justice cannot deny, that those taxes 
shall be disbursed upon improvements that shall 
benefit all as equally as they burdened all? 

The system proposed, to be just, must be uni- 
versal—must be co-extensive with the vast terri- 
tory we inhabit. Any other system would fail to 
possess that quality, the failure to have which 
ought ever to be fatal to all bills submitted for the 
consideration of this House—I mean equal justice 
to all sections of this vast country, favoritism to 
none! 

Mr. FISHER here obtained the floor and moved 
for the rising of the committee. 

The motion prevailing, the committee rose ac- 
cordingly. 

And thereupon the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred: 


By Mr. GIDDINGS: The petition of B. Hubbard and 168 
other citizens of Portage county, Ohio, and of Ransom Bald- 
win and 23 other citizens of Stark county, Ohio, to absolve 
the people of the free States from the support of slavery, or 
for a dissolution of our present Union between the free and 
slave States. Also, the petition of C. R. Ensign and 236 
inhabitants of Madison, Ohio, against the extension of sla- 
very, and to close the Mexican war. 
gentiemen and 80 ladics of Madison, Lake county, Ohio, for 
the withdrawal of the army froin Mexico to the United 
States, and to conclude atreaty of peace. Also, of William 
Reed and 180 inhabitants of Ashtabula county, Ohio, for a 
change of mail route in said county. 

By Mr. SCHENCK: The petition of many citizens of 
Ohio, praying tor the establishment of a mail route from 


Eaton to Greenville, in that State, by the way of New Cas- || 
tine. Also, two petitions of Nathaniel and Catharine Law- | 


rence, of New York, parents of Lieutenant N.C. Lawrence 
and of John C. Lawrence, of the United States Navy, de- 
ceased, praying for pensions. Also, the petition and papers 
of Ruth Freeman, widow of Captain Thomas Freeman, of 


Ohio, praying for compensation for extraordinary services || 
rendered in the war of 1812-15, and for reimbursement of | 


moneys advanced to the soldiers under his command, with 


drawn from the files. Also, the petition of Catharine Rinker, | 


of Philadelphia, widow of Samuel Rinker, who was a sail- 
ingmaster in the United States navy during the war of the 
Revolution, praying for a pension o, compensation. 

By Mr. E 
others, citizens of Posey county, Indiana, praying tor the 
reduction of postage on all newspapers containing not over 


500 square inches. Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of | 


Orange county, Indiana, on the same subject. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The résolutions of the New York State 
Legislature, asking the prohibition of slavery or involuntary 
servitude in territorial governments, if established in New 
Mexico and the Californias as recommended by the Presi- 
dentin his annual message. 


By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of sundry citizens of i 


the city of Atalanta, in the State of Georgia, praying the es- 
tablishment of a United States arsenal at that place. 
By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: Concurrent resolutions 


Also, the petition of 36 | 


BREE: The memorial of W. A. Twigg and | 


E. 
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of the State of New York in relation to slavery in the con- 
quered provinces of New Mexico and the Californias. 

By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of deputy postmasters 
and others, citizens of Steuben county, New York, praving 
for additional compensation to depuly postmasters at offices 
whece mails arrive between nine o’clock at night and five in 
the morning. 

By Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina: The petition of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a braneh mint. 

By Mr. DICKINSON ; Petitions from citizens of Sandus- 
ky and Hancock ceunties, Ohio, praying Congress to reduce 
‘he postage on newspapers of smail dimensions. Also, pe- 
titions from citizens of Wyandot county, Obie, praying 
Congress to carry into effect the treaty of Brownstown and 
the laws of Congress relating to a road southerly from Lower 
Sandusky. 

By Mr. CROWELL : The petition of Thomas Jones and 
others, citizens of Mahoning county, Ohio, praying the pas- 
sage of a law prohibiting the sale of the public domain to any 
persons except actual settlers, and in quantities not exceed- 
ing one hundred and sixty acres; ten per cent. to be dis- 
counted from Government prices on payment of each one 
hundred and sixty acres; twenty percent. on eighty acres ; 
forty per cent. on forty acres, and fifty per ceut. on twenty 
acres, 

By Mr. TWEEDY: The petition of C. Latham Sholes, 
and forty-two others, asking for the establisinuent of a mail 
route from Southport, Wisconsin, to Antioch, Illinois, via 
Pleasant Prairie. Also, the petition of Obell M. Ward and 
thirty-six others, for the sane object. 

By Mr. MceCLELLAND: The petition of Orville B. Dib- 
ble and George C. Bates, of the city of Betroit, fora grantto - 
a company incorporated by the State of Michigan of the right 
of way through Government lands for the construction of a 
ship canal around the falls of St. Mary’s river, in said State ; 
andatlso for an appropriation of lands to aid in the construe- 
tion of the work. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Catharine Davison 
and forty-five others, citizens of Brown and Adams coun- 
ties, in the State of Ohio, praying a reduction of postage on 
small newspapers. Also, the petition of H. J. de Bruin and 
thirty-one others, citizensof Adams and Brown counties, in 
the State of Ohio, praying Congress to reduce the excessive 
postage now charged on small newspapers. 








IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, February 8, 1848. . 


Mr. BRIGHT presented a preamble and reso- 
lution passed by the Legislature of the State of 
Indiana, in favor of passing a law to provide for 

the payment of the claims of the representatives 

of Francis Vigo, for advances to the troops under 
General George Rogers Clark in the Hlinois cam- 
paign; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a resolution passed 
by the Legislature of the State of Pennsylvania, 
in favor of abolishing the postage on newspapers 
not sent over thirty miles from the place of publi- 
cation, and such other modifications of the post 
office laws as will provide a uniform system of 
cheap postage on letters and newspapers; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 

/ and Post Roads. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr. YULEE presented the memorial of Bene- 
dict Madeore, Vicar General of Florida, and pastor 
of the Church of St. Augustine, and the memorial 
of the trustees and members of that church, pray- 


| ing the re-transfer to its rightful owners of the 


| property belonging to the church, which was im- 
properly conveyed to the United States at the 
cession of Florida, as public property, by the 
Spanish authorities; which were referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. A 
Mr. BRADBURY presented two petitions of 
citizens of the county of Hancock, Maine, pray- 
ing the establishment of a mail route from Bucks- 
port to George’s Corner, in that State; which were 
‘referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 
|| Also, the petition of Alfred Marshall, collector 
of the district of Belfast, in the State of Maine, 
praying an increase of compensation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. cy 
Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of citi- 
zens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, praying 
a reduction of the rates of postage on newspapers; 
_which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads. 
‘| Also, the petition of Samuel Blake, praying com- 
| pensation for his services in taking the sixth census, 
| which was referred to the Committee of Claims. 
| Mr. BRIGHT presented the memorial of Tho- 
| mas L. L. Brent, praying to be allowed an outfit 
|as chargé d’affaires of the United States at the 


| j 


| 
‘ 


court of Madrid; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MASON presented the petition of C. H. 
McCormick, praying an extension of his patent 
| for a reaping machine; which waa referred to the 
|| Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 
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Mr. CAMERON presented the petition of Jo- 
seph Nock, praying an extension of his patent 
for padlocks, desk, chest, and trank locks; which 
was referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

Mr. DIX presented the 
Leuchs, praying the return o 
by the collector of the port of New York, for an 
alleged violation of the revenue laws, and indem- 
nity for loss sustained by him in consequence of 
such seizure; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Finance. 


pees of John W. 


certain goods seized 


| 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the | 


memorial of John Golder, praying remuneration 
for an alleged infringement by the Government of 
the United States of his patent for an improvement 
in the system of public finance; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented the petition of John 
P. Baldwin, praying that a register may issue to him 
for the schooner Robert Henry; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. CAMERON, it was ordered 
that the heirs of James Bell have leave to with- 
draw their petition and papers. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. MANGUM, submitted the following reso- 
fution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized 
to pay out of the contingent fund the person who performed 
the duties of one of the engrossing clerks of the Senate who 
was sick during the late recess, at the same rate of compen- 
sation as is usually paid to temporary clerks employed by 
the Senate, for the time he was so engaged. 

Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed tg inquire into the expediency of causing a survey 
and examination to be made with a view to the establish- 
ment of a national foundry at Tuscaloosa, in the State of 
Alabama, 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred the motion to print the 
memorial of the representatives of the religious 
society of Friends for the States of New York, 
Vermont, Michigan, and some parts adjacent, 
ywraying for the settlement of the difficulties with 
Mexico by negotiation, reported that the same be 
not printed; which was agreed to. 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisi- 
ana, asked and obtained leave to bring ina bill 
to authorize the relinquishment of the 16th section 
in certain cases, and the selection of other lands in 
lieu thereof; which was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. DOWNS gave notice that on to-morrow, 
or some early day thereafter, he will ask leave of 
the Senate to introduce a bill to amend an act en- 
titled ** An act to provide for the punishment of 
offences committed in cutting, destroying, or re- 
moving live oak, and other timber or trees reserved 
for naval purposes,’’ approved 2d March, 1831; 


and for other purposes. 


THANKS TO GENERAL SCOTT, 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives expressive of the thanks of Congress to 
Major General Winfield Scott, and the troops 
under his command, was read the first and second 
times by unanimous consent. 

Mr. YULEE. I desire to suggest an amend- 
ment to the resolution; or at all events, I hope that 
the committee to which the resolution will be 
referred will so modify the resolution as to make 
itembrace the officers of the navy of the United 


States who participated in the operations at Vera 
Cruz. 


Mr. BADGER. 
tion. 

Mr. YULEE. 
be included. 

Mr. MANGUM. I trust that the honorable 
Senator will not insist upon a reference of this 
resolution. I think that the usual course has been 
to pass separate resoluuions; and if the gentleman 
will propose a resolution of thanks to the officers 
of the navy, it would meet with our cordial assent. 
I hope that this resolution will be put upon its 

ssage. 

Mr. NILES. I think that this is a subject of 
some delicacy, and that the resolution ought to be 
referred. There is, | presume, no doubt that the 


Introduce a separate resolu- 


| hope these naval officers will 


| 





body will unanimously agree to carry out the sub- 
stantial purposes intended to be effected by the 
resolution. But the form of the resolution may be 
a matter of some importance ; and it may be wor- 
thy of consideration whether the scope of it is 
such as to do justice to all the officers who have a 
right to expect even-handed justice from us. I 
move its reference to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 
The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

THANKS TO GENERAL TAYLOR. 
| : The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
| sentatives expressive of thanks to Major General 
| Taylor, was read the first and second times by 
| unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
/on Military Affairs. 

MEXICAN NEGOTIATIONS. 
| The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
| resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr. Batpwin, 
_and it was agreed to: 
| Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate, if in the possession 
of the Department of State, a copy of the instructions of the 
| Ministerial Council of the Republic of Mexico to the com- 
| missioners appointed to negotiate with Mr. Trist, dated at 
| Mexico on or about the 24th day of August, 1847; together 
| with the proposals or project, if any, submitted by the Mex- 
ican commissioners as the basis of a treaty, prior to the 
counter- project submitted by them on the 8th of September, 
1847, and already communicated to the Senate; and also, 
the proceedings, if any, which were had in relation to said 
| proposals first submitted ; so faras the same may be commu- 
nicated consistently with the public interest. 
JUDICIAL DISTRICTS IN ARKANSAS. 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole, the bill to divide the district 
of Arkansas into two judicial districts. 
| Mr. BREESE suggested, that as the Senator 
| from Arkansas, [Mr. Sevier,} who had proposed 
| an amendment to the bill, was not now in his seat, 
| the bill be passed by informally. 
| Mr. ASHLEY remarked, that the bill when it 
came up in its order had been already passed by 
in consequence of the amendment having been 
| offered by his colleague. He had no objection, 
however, to pass it by now, if a day were fixed 
| for its consideration. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN expressed the hope that 
| some day would be fixed for the consideration of 
| the bill, so that it would be known when it would 
come up. He believed that they were encumber- 
| ing the country in every direction with Federal 
| courts, in his opinion, beyond the necessities of 
| the country, and contrary to the true spirit of the 
/Government. In the populous State from which 
| he came, there was but one United States district 
/court, and it had not a week’s business in the 
= Unless the people of Arkansas were vastly 
| litigious, he could not imagine how such an amount 
| of business could be furnished as would require an 
| additional court. 
| Mr. ASHLEY had no objection to any day 
| which any gentleman might be disposed to name. 
| He would observe, however, that this bill stood 
upon a peculiar foundation. The Judiciary Com- 
| mittee had never, since he became a member of it, 
| reported a bill for the creation of more than two 
or three of these courts. In the present case, it 
| was not intended to create a new judge, but only 
| a new court, for the reasons plainly set forth ina 
report printed by order of the Senate. It would 
be observed, by referring to that report, that the 
| court had jurisdiction to the Rocky Mountains, 
and the reason assigned for the creation of a new 
| one, which he believed to be conclusive, was the 
great difficulty of compelling the Indian witnesses 
to come one hundred and fifty or two hundred 
miles into the interior of the State, to give testi- 
mony in cases arising in that region. eretofore, 
the expense to the Government had been enormous; 
| and there was no doubt, that if the court which it 





first, the saving to the Government would have 
| amounted to at least fifty thousand dollars. 
| saving of this expenditure hereafter, and the ren- 


| Indian country, were the objects of the present 
bill. It was proposed to locate the court on the 
western border of the State, at Van Buren. He 
| had taken the precaution, after the unanimous rec- 
ommendation of the State Legislature, to procure 
| @ letter from the superintendent of Indian affairs 
; atthe West, Captain Armstrong, and also from 
| the commanding general, both of whom recom- 
mended the creation of the new court as a means 





| was now proposed to create, had existed from the | 
The | 


dering facilities in the execution of justice in the | 


| 








Feb. 8. 
of punishing crine in the Indian country, and of 
economizing the expenditures of the Government 
He referred the Senator from Kentucky to the 
report in this case, which would, he apprehended 
remove his objections to the bill. In conclusion, 
he had no objection to fixing a particular day Sor 
the bill, and would name to-morrow. 

The bill was then postponed, and made the order 
of the day for to-morrow. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
The bill for the relief of William Marvin, in cop. 
firming the title to a tract of land in Florida, granted 
by the Spanish Government to Bernardo Segui, on 
the 20th of December, 1815, was read the second 
time and considered as in Committee of the Whole: 
and no amendment being made, it was reported to 
the Senate, engrossed, and read a third time. 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com. 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of Susan 
E. Gordon. 
The question being put upon agreeing to the 
amendment to the bill reported from the Committee 
of Claims, it was determined in the affirmative. 
Mr. WESTCOTT moved an amendment to the 
bill; and the question being on concurring in said 
amendment— 
Mr. DAYTON said that this was one of that 
class of bills which had of late years so multiplied 
upon the Senate. He thought that it ought to be 
examined with a little more care, and as the hour 
had now arrived for the special order, he moved 
that the bill should be passed by informally. 
Mr. FOOTE hoped that that course would: not 
be taken, and he was sure that if the Senator from 
New Jersey knew the anne of the case, he 
would not present any obstacle to the passage of 
the bill. As for himself, he had been exceedingly 
tient and forbearing in reference to the case, 
although he had been urged very earnestly to ask 
the Senate to take it up out of itsorder. The claim 
was an eminently meritorious one; and the bill 
was in substance the same as that which passed 
the Senate unanimously at the last session, and 
which would have been passed by the House, but 
from the accidental circumstance that it was not 
reached on the calendar. It had been carefully 
considered in the committee, and amended chiefly 
in its phraseology. The amendment offered did 
not affect the material clause of the bill atall. He 
knew the parties interested in this case, and they 
were persons of high moral worth. It wasa very 
small affair, and he did hope that no impediment 
would be thrown in the way of the passage of this 
bill. 
Mr. DAYTON observed, that perhaps it would 
facilitate the gentleman’s views if he consented to 
the bill being passed by informally. He did not 
know that any objection would be made to its 
passage. 
Mr. FOOTE acquiesced, and the bill was passed 
by informally. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
force. 
Mr. MILLER apologized to the Senate for 
entering on the discussion which had already ex- 
hausted the attention of the Senate; but he was 
impelled by a sense of duty to express his views. 
He gave his views of the true meaning of the law 
of May, 1846, which authorized an appropriation 
of men and means to carry on the war. He con- 
sidered that that act was passed for the purpose of 
immediately putting an’ end to a war which was 
believed to have been unnecessarily commenced. 
It was to enable the Government to terminate the 
war, thatshe supplies were placed in the hands of 
the President For all supplies, up to this time, 
he had given his vote. Conapani and the army 
had done their duty; but how had the President 
performed the duty assigned to him? He had ad- 
mitted Santa Anna into Mexico, and the result 18 
before us. He had sent Mr. Trist, a clerk of the 
State Department, to enter into a negotiation; but 
what he oo done, or where he is, cannot be dis- 
covered. He has been using the army and navy 
to drive a bargain with Mexico, and now we are 
told it is impossible to tell if the war can be termi 
nated without the utter annihilation of Mexico. 

He denied that the President had any power . 
make a bargain with Mexico, for the purpose © 


|| obtaining territo 


} 


He vindicated the opponents of the war from the 
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